
Frankenstein Annotations: 

 

Letter 1: We’re introduced to Robert Walton who is a Poet and a navigator traveling to the north pole 

because of his dreams to discover a land that has never before been witnessed. He’s very passionate 

about his work and is even willing to give up his own life just for the discovery. I didn’t quite realize this 

in the beginning but the entire story is actually narrated by Robert which makes sense since Victor does 

end up dying. 

 

“I shall satiate my ardent curiosity with the sight of a part of the world never before visited, and may 

tread a land never before imprinted by the foot of man. These are my enticements, and they are 

sufficient to conquer all fear of danger or death, and to induce me to commence this laborious voyage 

with the joy a child feels when he embarks in a little boat, with his holiday mates, on an expedition of 

discovery up his native river. ” 

 

Letter 2-3: This is probably the first of many times in which the book shows a character’s 

emotions/mentality. Robert is quite lonely and wants a friend to accompany him which makes him upset 

but despite his worries that will not stop him from achieving his goal to reach the north pole. This 

section is just weird to me because if he really wanted a friend that badly he could just befriend one of 

the sailors that are with him. 

 

” I have no friend, Margaret: when I am glowing with the enthusiasm of success, there will be none to 

participate my joy; if I am assailed by disappointment, no one will endeavor to sustain me in dejection. ” 

 

  

 

“I desire the company of a man who could sympathize with me; whose eyes would reply to mine. You 

may deem me romantic, my dear sister, but I bitterly feel the want of a friend.” 

 

Letter 4: Walton’s dreams come to fruition as he and his sailors with the help of some dogs find a near 

frozen Victor Frankenstein.  They treat him in the ship as he gradually heals and once, he recuperates 

Victor decides to tell Walton his story. What’s interesting is that the rest of the book is Viktor’s entire 

story and Walton was able to somehow listen to it all before Viktor’s unfortunate death as they were 

getting ready to set back to England. 

 



“Good God! Margaret, if you had seen the man who thus capitulated for his safety, your surprise would 

have been boundless. His limbs were nearly frozen, and his body dreadfully emaciated by fatigue and 

suffering. I never saw a man in so wretched a condition.” 

 

Chapter 1: This chapter talks about Viktor Frankenstein who we know is from Geneva, Switzerland and 

born in Naples, central Italy. It discusses his family and his so called “sister” Elizabeth which is one of the 

weirdest parts of this book. The book compares Elizabeth who was just a girl adopted by his parents to 

be Victor’s sister but later ends up being Victor’s Wife. Not sure why they decided to make that 

comparison if he ends up marrying her; it’s really just strange. 

 

“They consulted their village priest, and the result was, that Elizabeth Lavenza became the inmate of my 

parents’ house—my more than sister—the beautiful and adored companion of all my occupations and 

my pleasures.” 

 

Chapter 2: “Natural philosophy is the genius that has regulated my fate; I desire, therefore, in this 

narration, to state those facts which led to my predilection for that science. ” Victor’s study of 

philosophy ends up leading him into studying science with his readings on magic and alchemy. His father 

doesn’t seem to care for his interest but it seems like that only made Victor’s interest on the subject 

grow. 

 

Chapter 3: Elizabeth, Victor’s sister or wife, whichever u prefer, ends up contracting scarlet fever. Her 

mother treats Elizabeth but ultimately contracts the illness from her and dies.  Despite his mother’s 

death it doesn’t seem to faze him and continues with his life to the university of Ingolstadt. There he 

meets M. Krempe and M. Waldman who are both philosophy professors that lecture Victor. Waldman 

ends up teaching Victor about his machines making sure Victor would not ruin it. Victor at this point has 

basically learned everything he can from his professors. 

 

“Elizabeth was saved, but the consequences of this imprudence were fatal to her preserver. On the third 

day my mother sickened; her fever was accompanied by the most alarming symptoms, and the looks of 

her medical attendants prognosticated the worst event.” “My mother was dead, but we had still duties 

which we ought to perform; we must continue our course with the rest, and learn to think ourselves 

fortunate, whilst one remains whom the spoiler has not seized.” 

 

Chapter 4: Victor begins to question himself on the principle of life and examines the human body. This 

leads to a sudden interest in creating a being like himself and with that idea in mind he collects bones 

and body parts from graveyards in order to achieve his creation. 

 



“To examine the causes of life, we must first have recourse to death. I became acquainted with the 

science of anatomy: but this was not sufficient; I must also observe the natural decay and corruption of 

the human body.” 

 

Chapter 5: Victor brings to life Frankenstein; an eight-foot monster with yellow skin and black hair. He 

becomes so afraid of what he has created he actually just runs all the way home to hide on his bed. He 

had dreamt of kissing Elizabeth where she suddenly dies and his mother’s corpse appears with grave 

worms all over it. Horrific dream but it is some foreshadowing of what’s to come. Victors so scared he 

ends up contracting a nervous fever so his best friend Henry decides to help him while he’s ill. 

 

“Unable to endure the aspect of the being I had created, I rushed out of the room, and continued a long 

time traversing my bedchamber, unable to compose my mind to sleep.” 

 

Chapter 6: We learn about Justine Moritz who was caring for her mother but returns to live and serve 

the Frankenstein’s. She’s important for one of the later chapters. Victor envoy’s his time out of the 

laboratory. It’ll be his only time to enjoy it. 

 

“Madame Moritz, her mother, was a widow with four children, of whom Justine was the third. This girl 

had always been the favorite of her father, but, through a strange perversity, her mother could not 

endure her, and, after the death of M. Moritz, treated her very ill. My aunt observed this; and, when 

Justine was twelve years of age, prevailed on her mother to allow her to live at our house.” 

 

Chapter 7: Victor’s youngest brother, William Frankenstein was strangled in the park. Victor ends up 

encountering Frankenstein and comes to the conclusion that it’s his fault his little brother has died. 

Justine Moritz who’s the character we learned about last chapter was charged for the crime and will go 

to trial. 

 

“Justine Moritz! Poor, poor girl, is she the accused? But it is wrongfully; everyone knows that; no one 

believes it, surely, Ernest?” “No one did at first; but several circumstances came out, that have almost 

forced conviction upon us; and her own behavior has been so confused, as to add to the evidence of 

facts a weight that, I fear, leaves no hope for doubt. But she will be tried to-day, and you will then hear 

all.” 

 

Chapter 8: Justine makes a great case at the trial saying she had only been looking for the child and 

asking people if they had heard anything concerning William. Despite having a good case, the townsfolk 

and family are very religious and essentially persuade her into believing she’s committed the crime. 

Justine gets executed and all Victor can feel is guilt in his heart. 



 

“I did confess; but I confessed a lie. I confessed, that I might obtain absolution; but now that falsehood 

lies heavier at my heart than all my other sins. The God of heaven forgive me! Ever since I was 

condemned, my confessor has besieged me; he threatened and menaced, until I almost began to think 

that I was the monster that he said I was. He threatened excommunication and hell fire in my last 

moments, if I continued obdurate. Dear lady, I had none to support me; all looked on me as a wretch 

doomed to ignominy and perdition. What could I do? In an evil hour I subscribed to a lie; and now only 

am I truly miserable.” 

 

Chapter 9-10: Victor goes to the Valley of Chamounix trying his best to avoid the monster. He climbs the 

summit of Montanvert and upon reaching the top, notices the monster was on his trail. The monster 

tells a story to victor and this is the only time monster actually speaks that’s relatively important. He 

actually tries to cut a deal with Victor telling him if he complies with his conditions, he would spare the 

rest of his family. Victor declines and makes it known that he and the creature are enemies. 

 

“All men hate the wretched; how, then, must I be hated, who am miserable beyond all living things! Yet 

you, my creator, detest and spurn me, thy creature, to whom thou art bound by ties only dissoluble by 

the annihilation of one of us. You purpose to kill me. How dare you sport thus with life? Do your duty 

towards me, and I will do mine towards you and the rest of mankind. If you will comply with my 

conditions, I will leave them and you at peace; but if you refuse, I will glut the maw of death, until it be 

satiated with the blood of your remaining friends.” 

 

Chapter 11: Frankenstein tries to search for food and shelter at the village but was not welcomed there. 

Instead, he finds an old man, a young child, and a young woman. This scene is quite comparable to the 

movies counterpart of when Frankenstein ends up murdering the daughter and we see the farmer carry 

his daughter’s corpse. 

 

“Food, however, became scarce; and I often spent the whole day searching in vain for a few acorns to 

assuage the pangs of hunger.” “It was about seven in the morning, and I longed to obtain food and 

shelter; at length I perceived a small hut, on a rising ground, which had doubtless been built for the 

convenience of some shepherd. This was a new sight to me; and I examined the structure with great 

curiosity. Finding the door open, I entered. An old man sat in it, near a fire, over which he was preparing 

his breakfast. He turned on hearing a noise; and, perceiving me, shrieked loudly, and, quitting the hut, 

ran across the fields with a speed of which his debilitated form hardly appeared capable. His 

appearance, different from any I had ever before seen, and his flight, somewhat surprised me. But I was 

enchanted by the appearance of the hut: here the snow and rain could not penetrate; the ground was 

dry; and it presented to me then as exquisite and divine a retreat as Pandemonium appeared to the 

daemons of hell after their sufferings in the lake of fire. I greedily devoured the remnants of the 



shepherd’s breakfast, which consisted of bread, cheese, milk, and wine; the latter, however, I did not 

like. Then, overcome by fatigue, I lay down among some straw, and fell asleep.” 

 

Chapter 12: Frankenstein studies the family and tries to learn their language because he wants to 

communicate. I find it strange how he all of a sudden loses his ability to communicate after talking with 

Victor at summit of Montanvert in chapter 10 and needs to relearn this ability. 

 

“This reading had puzzled me extremely at first; but, by degrees, I discovered that he uttered many of 

the same sounds when he read as when he talked. I conjectured, therefore, that he found on the paper 

signs for speech which he understood, and I ardently longed to comprehend these also; but how was 

that possible, when I did not even understand the sounds for which they stood as signs? I improved, 

however, sensibly in this science, but not sufficiently to follow up any kind of conversation, although I 

applied my whole mind to the endeavor: for I easily perceived that, although I eagerly longed to discover 

myself to the cottagers, I ought not to make the attempt until I had first become master of their 

language; which knowledge might enable me to make them overlook the deformity of my figure; for 

with this also the contrast perpetually presented to my eyes had made me acquainted.” 

 

Chapter 13: Frankenstein tries to learn more by observing others but it only brings him suffering 

because he knows he won’t be able to use it with his body. 

 

“I cannot describe to you the agony that these reflections inflicted upon me: I tried to dispel them, but 

sorrow only increased with knowledge. Oh, that I had forever remained in my native wood, nor known 

nor felt beyond the sensations of hunger, thirst, and heat!” 

 

Chapter 14: This chapter goes into detail on who the folks Frankenstein is hanging out with. The old man 

De Lacey with his children Felix and Agatha. He also takes care of Safie but she isn’t part of his family. 

They just ended up helping Safie escape prison and we learn of their family being forced into exile; 

Hence why Frankenstein finds them all outside the village. 

 

“The name of the old man was De Lacey. He was descended from a good family in France, where he had 

lived for many years in affluence, respected by his superiors and beloved by his equals. His son was bred 

in the service of his country, and Agatha had ranked with ladies of the highest distinction.” “They 

remained confined for five months before the trial took place; the result of which deprived them of their 

fortune, and condemned them to a perpetual exile from their native country.” 

 

Chapter 15: Frankenstein tries to befriend the folks and while the blind man was okay with speaking to 

him as soon as Felix and the others show up, they hit the monster which made Frankenstein run off. 



 

“’Great God!’ exclaimed the old man. ‘who are you?’ 

 

“At that instant the cottage door was opened, and Felix, Safie, and Agatha entered. Who can describe 

their horror and consternation on beholding me? Agatha fainted; and Safie, unable to attend to her 

friend, rushed out of the cottage. Felix darted forward, and with supernatural force tore me from his 

father, to whose knees I clung: in a transport of fury, he dashed me to the ground, and struck me 

violently with a stick. I could have torn him limb from limb, as the lion rends the antelope. But my heart 

sank within me as with bitter sickness, and I refrained. I saw him on the point of repeating his blow, 

when, overcome by pain and anguish, I quitted the cottage, and in the general tumult escaped 

unperceived to my hovel.” 

 

Chapter 16: Frankenstein was upset that Felix hit him and forced him to flee so the monster gets his 

revenged by burning the cottage down. He then sets foot for Geneva to look for Victor. This is where he 

finds William Frankenstein at the park and kills him while framing Justine for the crime. Turns out 

William revealed to the monster that he was a Frankenstein which caused his inevitable death. 

Frankenstein framed Justine for the crime by somehow placing a locket in her pocket. 

 

“As the night advanced, a fierce wind arose from the woods, and quickly dispersed the clouds that had 

loitered in the heavens: the blast tore along like a mighty avalanche, and produced a kind of insanity in 

my spirits, that burst all bounds of reason and reflection. I lighted the dry branch of a tree, and danced 

with fury around the devoted cottage, my eyes still fixed on the western horizon, the edge of which the 

moon nearly touched. A part of its orb was at length hid, and I waved my brand; it sunk, and with a loud 

scream, I fired the straw, and heath, and bushes, which I had collected. The wind fanned the fire, and 

the cottage was quickly enveloped by the flames, which clung to it, and licked it with their forked and 

destroying tongues.” 

 

Chapter 17: Frankenstein confronts Victor and we learn what his conditions he had proposed for him. 

Frankenstein had wanted Victor to create a female companion for him and if he does so he will go to 

South America and never come back. With the monster’s suggestion in mind Victor returns back to 

Geneva. 

 

“If you consent, neither you nor any other human being shall ever see us again: I will go to the vast wilds 

of South America.” 

 



Chapter 18-19: Victor goes with his best friend Henry to England to begin creating the monster’s female 

companion. As he goes about to Scotland and Orkney Island, he attempts to finish the creation but his 

mental state worsens. 

 

“Thus situated, employed in the most detestable occupation, immersed in a solitude where nothing 

could for an instant call my attention from the actual scene in which I was engaged, my spirits became 

unequal; I grew restless and nervous. Every moment I feared to meet my persecutor.” 

 

Chapter 20: Victor nearly finishes the female body but ends up refusing to complete the creation and 

throws the unfinished monster into the sea. He gets arrested under suspicion of murder most likely due 

to the body parts that were uncovered. 

 

“Begone! I do break my promise; never will I create another like yourself, equal in deformity and 

wickedness.” 

 

Chapter 21: Frankenstein strangles Victor’s best friend Henry Clerval. This causes Victor to become ill in 

which he is hospitalized in the prison and eventually released due to lack of evidence sailing back to 

Geneva. 

 

“I know not by what chain of thought the idea presented itself, but it instantly darted into my mind that 

the murderer had come to mock at my misery, and taunt me with the death of Clerval, as a new 

incitement for me to comply with his hellish desires. I put my hand before my eyes, and cried out in 

agony— “Oh! take him away! I cannot see him; for God’s sake, do not let him enter!”” 

 

Chapter 22: Victor gets a letter from his girlfriend Elizabeth, who believes he is suffering because he 

loves another woman. Victor marries Elizabeth and reveals the reasoning for his suffering. 

 

In this state of mind, I wrote to Elizabeth. My letter was calm and affectionate. “I fear, my beloved girl,” I 

said, “little happiness remains for us on earth; yet all that I may one day enjoy is centered in you. Chase 

away your idle fears; to you alone do I consecrate my life, and my endeavors for contentment. I have 

one secret, Elizabeth, a dreadful one; when revealed to you, it will chill your frame with horror, and 

then, far from being surprised at my misery, you will only wonder that I survive what I have endured. I 

will confide this tale of misery and terror to you the day after our marriage shall take place; for, my 

sweet cousin, there must be perfect confidence between us. But until then, I conjure you, do not 

mention or allude to it. This I most earnestly entreat, and I know you will comply.” 

 



Chapter 23: As Victor and Elizabeth enjoy their wedding night at Evian the monster out of Victor noticed 

strangles Elizabeth. Victor then returns to Geneva only for his father to die a few days later and with 

everything lost to him he vows to destroy the monster. 

 

“I escaped from them to the room where lay the body of Elizabeth, my love, my wife, so lately living, so 

dear, so worthy. She had been moved from the posture in which I had first beheld her; and now, as she 

lay, her head upon her arm, and a handkerchief thrown across her face and neck, I might have supposed 

her asleep. I rushed towards her, and embraced her with ardor; but the deadly languor and coldness of 

the limbs told me, that what I now held in my arms had ceased to be the Elizabeth whom I had loved 

and cherished. The murderous mark of the fiend’s grasp was on her neck, and the breath had ceased to 

issue from her lips.” 

 

Chapter 24: Walton learns from the monster that it was Victors own actions that have caused the 

murders which makes him the murderer. He learns how the monster was treated by Victor which had 

led him to his violent actions. 

 

“But it is true that I am a wretch. I have murdered the lovely and the helpless; I have strangled the 

innocent as they slept, and grasped to death his throat who never injured me or any other living thing. I 

have devoted my creator, the select specimen of all that is worthy of love and admiration among men, 

to misery; I have pursued him even to that irremediable ruin. There he lies, white and cold in death. You 

hate me; but your abhorrence cannot equal that with which I regard myself. I look on the hands which 

executed the deed; I think on the heart in which the imagination of it was conceived, and long for the 

moment when these hands will meet my eyes, when that imagination will haunt my thoughts no more.” 

 

Films Annotations for 1931 Frankenstein: Henry Frankenstein is obsessed with making a being like 

himself and uses his assistant frits to gather the body parts and brain necessary to create the creature. 

Elizabeth, Victor, and Dr. Waldman are all worried about Henry as he wont return to them so that him 

and Elizabeth can have their wedding. They go to Henrys hideout and witness the creation of the 

monster, Frankenstein being born. Fritz scares the monster with the torch in his hand which causes 

Henry and Waldman to bring the monster into the cellars to calm down. While chained in the cellars, 

Fritz begins to frighten the monster with the torch again which results in the monster somehow hanging 

Fritz by a noose.  Dr. Waldman and Henry hear Fritz scream and try to sedate the monster using a 

needle. After sedating the monster, Henry and Dr. Waldman drag the monster back to the cellars. Henry 

returns home with Elizabeth finally spending some time with his wife and Dr. Waldman at Henry’s 

hideout tries to dissect the monster. Before Dr. Waldman is able to start the procedure the monster 

strangles him to death and proceeds to leave the hideout. The monster finds Maria beside a river 

playing a game with the flowers. Maria introduces him to the game which was essentially just the two 

grabbing flowers and tossing them in the river but once The monster ran out of flowers he decided to 

toss Maria into the river. In preparation of their wedding, Elizabeth senses danger approaching and so  

Henry and the others decide to lock Elizabeth in a room to keep her safe as they search for the monster. 



This backfires on them as the Monster enters Elizabeth’s room through the window causing her to 

scream in fear. Henry opens the room to find Elizabeth is somehow okay and then a search party is 

gathered for the monster due to the towns awareness of Maria’s death. They find Henry and the 

Monster entering a Windmill and once they approach the balcony Henry tries to fight off the Monster. 

The Monster ends up flinging Henry off the balcony but miraculously Henry was able to grab a portion of 

the wind mill which cushioned his landing. The town folk then ignite the Wind will and were left with an 

injured Henry and a dead monster. 

 

The first difference is that Walton isn’t even mentioned in the film. Instead, the film skips to right 

around chapter 4 when Victor begins to question himself on the principle of life and having an interest 

to create a being like himself. Another difference between the book and the film are that in the film 

Victor has a hunchback sidekick name Fritz who does all of Victor’s dirty work in collecting bones and 

body parts for his experiment. I personally feel like the addition of Fritz lessens the motive of Victor in 

the film because he does all this work for Victor rather than having Victor do the gathering himself like in 

the book. The fact that in the book he goes out of his way to collect the bones and body parts himself 

for months tells me he was willing to die for his creation. Also, Victor Frankenstein was changed to 

Henry Frankenstein in the film because Victor was too “severe” and “unfriendly” to American audiences 

for its time. It doesn’t really change that much as you just have to remember Victor and Henry’s roles 

were swapped in the film. The biggest difference between the two is that the monster by the ending of 

the film appeared to be killed in the fire and Victor miraculously survives despite being thrown from the 

lookout of a house by the monster. In the book the ending is quite the opposite as Victor ends up dying 

and Monster disappears having completed its mission. 

 

Deaths in the film: Fritz, Dr. Waldman, Maria, and the Monster. 

 

Film Annotations 1994 Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein: 

 

The movie starts off with Walton finding Victor at the north pole and telling his story while they mend 

his wounds. They briefly showcase Elizabeth’s introduction to the family and even Victor’s studies in the 

university of Ingolstadt. The movie even goes on to showcase key points in the book such as William’s 

death, the execution of Justine due to the evidence of the locket in her pocket, and the old man’s 

discussion with the monster.  They even had the scene where the monster confronts Victor at the 

summit of Montanvert to try to make a deal with him. The only real difference I could find between this 

film and the book is its ending and how Elizabeth was killed. In the book Elizabeth was killed due to the 

monster strangling her. In the film we get a more graphic death of her heart being ripped out by the 

monster and afterward Victor taking her corpse to reanimate her. Victor argues with the monster as to 

who gets to keep her by their side and as they were bickering Elizabeth in her reanimated state 

incinerates himself in flames. Victor ends his story and just like in the film dies before the crew start 

their voyage back to home. With a torch in his hand the monster leaves the crew of his own free will and 

engulfs himself in flames along with his father’s corpse. 



 

Deaths in the film: William Frankenstein, Justine Moritz, Elizabeth, Victor Frankenstein, and Dr. 

Waldman. (Dr. Waldman’s brain was used in the creation of the monster) 


