
Dear Professor Belli, 

For my project I wanted to focus on female characters in science fiction. I was initially interested 

in researching female protagonist in science fiction. Most of the readings we did in class all 

semester were mostly male protagonist based stories and novels. Female characters played 

secondary roles. They were usually love interest or objects to the protagonist and society. I 

notice that I usually prefer reading novels with strong female protagonist because I can relate to 

them in some way. That’s part of the reason I enjoyed Parable of the Sower so much. I find 

myself infuriated with the damsel in distress characters or when they use a female character as 

only a sex object. Also, I am a big movie goer. I usually go to the movies 3 times a month 

depending on the movies released.  My major has to do with television and film.  Lately, I notice 

more women in prominent and distinguishable roles in movies which is why I wanted to hyper 

focus my project to “The rise of female characters in science fiction movies”.  

At the beginning of my research, I googled and went to the Cuny data base and typed the phrase 

“female protagonist in science fiction”. After some research, I found there was a sub-genre called 

feminist science fiction. This genre focuses on theories that include but are not limited to gender, 

inequality, sexuality, race, economics, and reproduction. There has been recurring waves of 

feminist science fiction in television and movies. I re-worded and looked up “female leads in 

science fiction movies”. I rephrased my searches numerous times because everything that came 

up was blog post, some legitimate articles from decent websites.  After extensively researching, I 

came across some news articles from the New York Times and research done by the Center for 

the Study of Women in Television and Film at San Diego State. They show the huge pay gap 

between female and male actors. Additionally, the sexualizing of female characters compared to 

males, female speaking roles, and average ratio of male actors to female actors. I knew the gap 

was big but I didn’t know to what extent. Moreover, behind the scenes it’s much worse. The 

industry is mostly made of male actors, directors, executive producers, screen writers etc.  

After processing all this information, I began forming my power point for my presentation. I had 

so much information that I did not know where to begin and what I should include or exclude. I 

began by starting with a brief history of women in science fiction. Their involvement in the early 

years of the genre. I came across the sub-genre galled Feminist science fiction. I decided to 

include the term with the history of science fiction. Moreover, I wanted to discuss the portrayal 

of female character in the genre. The stereotypes that are usually associated with female 

characters. After words, it would jump to the strong female characters in recent movies. I 

decided to analyze Katniss Everdeen, Rey Skywalker, and Diana Prince, how they contradict the 

stereotypes. This would lead to the question “In Hollywood, are female characters finally being 

justified and given prominent roles like their male counterparts?”. It shows the statistics, 

numbers, and articles. That show there is a rise and that the past year has seen a 7% percent 

increase in strong female leads in movies over all.  

Although, the portrayal of strong female leads in movies and most notably science fiction movies 

is progressing, there is still a long way to go to bridge the gap between female leads and male 

leads. 

 

Carmen Garcia 



 


