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Dear Professor Belli, 
 

     This project as a whole was rather informative to me. I got to dig into what I considered an 
unknown part of the world of science fiction, but that ultimately ended up leading me full circle 
and right into an area I already knew about. Luckily, I got to learn even more about it. It made 
me think about things I would never think twice about. Efficiency (much less hive minds) isn’t 
something that I normally look into and it was not what I intended to research to begin with, but I 
had to narrow down my very broad topic and it surprisingly caught my eye. I was rewarded with 
information that I personally thought was pretty interesting. However, looking through it all, and 
with the help of peer review, I realized that not all of the information I had was actually needed. 
If anything, some of my sources were ruining it. I struggled with finding new sources that I could 
use, but I did find them. I also could have worded some things better. These errors only served to 
confuse people, and I am thankful that it was pointed out.  
     I attempted to fix these things and by the mock presentation we had in class, I realized that I 
was still far from being ready for the actual presentation. I was forgetting key points of my topic 
and had to stop to think about it. I shouldn’t have to take a moment to remember what I have to 
say. What I did remember, I couldn’t even properly put into words. What did go well was that 
people began to understand my claim, but I still had to explain what I was trying to say.  
     I learned that research projects are much more difficult that I thought they were (and that I 
still have minor stage fright). In the future, I will treat research projects with more caution. What 
I actually learned was that peer review can really help push something in the right direction. 
Without it, a lot of things would be wrong with my overall project. I also learned that I shouldn’t 
pick topics that aren’t narrowed down. Broad topics can be taken anywhere and that isn’t 
something I would like. 


