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' ' Asmgnment
Begln by readlng the passage below

o ot

Why Chinese MothersAreSuperlor e NERF LI EE Ry

i

~ Alotof people wonder how Chlneseparents raise such stereotyplcally successful klds. They
.. wonder what these parents do to produce so many math-and musrcwhlzzes,what it's fike lnsnde :
the famlly, and whether they could do.it too. Well I can tell them, because I'vedoneit.

,—-X

_ Even when Westem parents think they re belng strict, they usually don't come close to bemg

,_,_

- children practice thelr musical instrurients 30 minutes every.day. An hour at most. For a -

Chinese mother the ﬁrst hour is the easy part. lt's hours two and three that get tough

In-one study of 50 Western American mothers and 48 Chinese-immigrant mothers, almost 70%
of the Westerh mothers said either that "stressing academic success is not good-for children" o
that "parents need to foster the idea that learning is fun." By contrast, roughly 0% of the

- Chinese mothers felt the same way.. lnstead the vast majority of the Chinese-mothers sald that ‘

they believe their children can be "the best" students, that "academic achievement reflects

' -successful parentmg," and that if children did not excel at school then there was "a problem":
-and parents "were not doing their job." Other studies indicate that compared to Western
-parents, Chmese parents spend approximately 10 times as long every day drilling academic
* activities with'their chlldren By contrast, Western kids are more hkely to partncnpate in sports

teams.-

What Chlnese parents understand is that nothmg is fun until you're good at it. To get good at
anythmg you have to work, and children on their own neverwant to ‘work, which is why it is

.+ crucial to override their preferences This often requires fortitude on the part of the parents
because. the child will resust things are always hardest at the begmmng, which is where Western
‘ parents tend to gwe up. But if done properly, the Chmese strategy works. - S -

Adapted from Amy Chua, "Wh y Chlnese Mothers Are Supenor, " Wall Street Journal 8 an. 2011.

WRITING DIRECI'IONS

Read the passage ‘and write an essay respondmg to the ideas it presents. In your essay, be sure

to summarize the passage in your own words, statmg ‘the author’s most important ideas.
Develop your essay by identifying one idea i in the passage that you feel is especially significant,
and explain its significance. Support your claims with evidence or el(amples drawn from what

" you have read learned i |n school, and/or personally expenenced

. Remember to: review your essay and make any. changes or corrections that are needed to help
" your reader follow your thmkmg You will have 90 minutes to complete your essay



