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Social media
revolution: How

it’s shaping society
today and what
the future holds

By JASON BARRIOS

Social media has become an inte-
gral part of modern society, with bil-
lions of people around the world us-
ing platforms such as Facebook, In-
stagram, and Twitter to connect with
each other and share information.
While these platforms have brought
many benefits, they have also had a
significant impact on how we interact
with each other and the world around
us. One area where the impact of so-
cial media has been particularly pro-
nounced is in mental health. There
is also evidence to suggest that social
media can contribute to the develop-
ment of harmful behaviors such as
cyberbullying and online addiction.
However, it’s important to recognize
that social media is not the root cause
of these issues. Instead, it’s how we
choose to use these platforms that can
have a negative impact on our men-
tal health. By setting limits on our
use of social media and learning to
use these platforms in a responsible
manner, we can help to mitigate the
potential negative effects on our men-
tal health and well-being.

In recent years, the use of social
media among teenagers has reached
new heights. According to a re-
cent survey, more than nine in ten
teenagers in the United States use so-
cial media, with the average teenager
spending over three hours per day
on these platforms. As social media
use has increased among teenagers, so
too has the prevalence of cyberbully-
ing. In the same survey, nearly one in
three teenagers reported experiencing
cyberbullying at some point in their

lives. This can take many forms, from
derogatory comments and threaten-
ing messages to the spreading of ru-
mors and false information. It’s im-
portant for parents, educators, and
community leaders to be aware of the
issue and to work together to find
ways to prevent and address cyber-
bullying. This can include educating
young people about how to use social
media safely and responsibly, as well
as providing support for those who
have been victimized.

From the spread of misinforma-
tion and polarizing content to the ero-
sion of privacy and the rise of cy-
berbullying, the impact of social me-
dia on our society and the world at
large has been significant. But it’s
important to recognize that these is-
sues are not inevitable. While social
media has the power to shape the fu-
ture in many ways, we also have the
power to shape how it is used. By be-
ing more mindful of our social media
habits and the content we consume
and share, we can help to prevent new
issues from arising and create a more
positive and harmonious future.

Echo chambers can also con-
tribute to the erosion of critical think-
ing skills, as people are not exposed
to alternative viewpoints that might
challenge their beliefs. This can lead
to a lack of debate and discussion,
and make it more difficult for peo-
ple to engage in constructive dialogue
with others who hold different views.
It’s important for individuals to be
aware of the potential for echo cham-
bers to form on social media and to
make an effort to expose themselves
to a diverse range of perspectives and
information.

There are a few key steps we can
take to achieve this. For one, it’s
important to be critical of the infor-
mation we encounter online and to
verify its accuracy before sharing it.
We can also work to promote online
safety and security, by being care-
ful about the personal information we
share online and by using strong pass-
words and other security measures.

Finally, we can all be more mindful
of the way we use social media, and
make an effort to be more respect-
ful and considerate of others online.
By working together, we can create
a brighter and more positive future
for ourselves and for generations to
come. As we look to the future, it’s
clear that the impact of social media
will continue to be felt in many ways.
From the way we communicate and
connect with each other, to the way
we consume and share information,
social media has the power to shape
our society and the world at large.

But while social media has the
potential to create new issues and
challenges, it’s important to recognize
that the future is not set in stone.
The choices we make today can have a
big impact on the world of tomorrow,
and by being mindful of our social
media habits and working together,
we can help to create a brighter and
more harmonious future for ourselves
and for future generations. So as we
move forward, let’s remember that
the future is in our hands. By be-
ing more mindful of the way we use
social media and the impact it has on
our lives and the world around us, we
can help to create a better future for
all.

Reuters

International
Moose Count

Underway
By BOB O’BOBSTON

The UN-sponsored International


