	UNDERSTANDING  SUMMARY AND THESIS




What Is a Summary?
You summarize all the time. When you tell your friend about a movie you recently saw, you’re summarizing. When you sum up a story a friend told you or explain what a TV show or a song is about, you’re summarizing. Instead of repeating every moment of the movie or song, you describe, in your own words, the most important points. A summary is a brief account of the most important details of something you’ve read, seen, or heard.

Give It a Try!
Summarize your favorite movie, song, or story. Imagine that your reader is not familiar with the material. It is your job to provide the most important information.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Proofread!

• Did you name the title?
• Did you provide the name of the director, artist, or author?
• After reading this summary, would someone have a general idea of what the movie, song, or story is about?
In a paragraph-long summary, you’ll want to include the title of the passage, the author’s name, the author’s thesis, and three or four main points the author uses to explain his or her thesis. Do not include your opinions, reactions, or personal examples in a summary; remember to stick with the author’s points!

What Is a Thesis?
While a topic is what an essay is about in general, the thesis is more specific. The author’s thesis is their OPINION on the topic. The topic of an article may be the increasing number of bicycle riders in New York City. The author’s thesis could be that the increasing number of bicycle riders causes safety problems for drivers and pedestrians.
What is the thesis of the movie, song, or story you mentioned above?
Hint: If you had to write one sentence that sums up the main idea of this work, what would it be?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

I am supposed to include three main points, but how do I know if the main points I’ve recorded are significant enough?
First, the main points should support the thesis. Also, main points usually will not be examples or statistics. Think about why the author might cite particular statistics or offer anecdotes. Addressing this question will help you decipher the main points.
What are three main points from your summary?
1. ____________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________________




Activity: Writing a Summary

1. What is the title of the passage?
_____________________________________________________________________
2. Who is the author? __________________________________________________________

4. What is the topic of the passage? ______________________________________________

5. What is the author saying about this topic? (In one sentence) _______________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
6. Does your answer for number 4 sum up what the whole essay is about? If so, you have the author’s thesis! ________________________________________________________________

7. In your own words, write three main points that the author uses to support his thesis.

		a. ________________________________________________________
		b. ________________________________________________________
		c. ________________________________________________________



You might begin the summary like this:
						explores			
	In “Title,” Author’s Full Name	 …	explains	Author’s Thesis.
						discusses	
						writes

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Don’t forget to proofread!
