USING QUOTES IN THE ANALYTICAL ESSAY

BASIC STRUCTURE OF EACH PARAGRAPH

1. TOPIC SENTENCE of your paragraph (what the paragraph will be about). It is like a mini-thesis. This is your OPINION.

2. CONTEXT of the quote (where in the story do these words appear? What is the situation in which it is said? etc.).

3. INTRODUCTION to the quote. Tell us who says it. The author? The narrator? A specific character? To whom is the quote addressed? About what are they speaking (if it isn't self-explanatory). Use a comma before the quote, or a colon if the introduction of the quote is a complete sentence in itself.

4. THE QUOTE ITSELF followed by a page number in parentheses.

*5. EXPLANATION of the quote in your own words.

*6. ANALYSIS of the quote. Tell us why it is important and how it relates to your thesis. Be specific about what in the quote, which words, lead you to that conclusion. Be t horough and logical.

*Most of your paragraphs should be spent analyzing, using your own words to explain how and why the quote you used supports your topic sentence and your thesis. In analytical essays, your analysis is the heart of the paper.

 7. DOCUMENTATION (more on this later): After each quote, you should include parenthetical documentation with the author’s name and page number of the quote Ex: (Author 1). 

Example of this paragraph structure:

(step 1) Once Pip is exposed to the upper class life of Miss Havisham, he begins to reject his family. (step 2) After a visit to Satis House with Joe,(step 3) he admits, (step 4)"it is a most miserable things to feel ashamed of home" ( Dickens 120). (steps 5 & 6) Pip feels guilty that he is embarrassed by Joe's behavior and the way in which he's been raised. Although he is in love with Estella and wants desperately to be a gentleman, he wishes he did not have such shame about his background 
Note: Step 7 (parenthetical documentation) is included directly after the quote with the author’s name (Dickens) and the page number on which the quote used was found (120). 
This is a very basic paragraph; you may need both more of an introduction to set up the quote and more explanation and analysis. 

* You may also use a colon to introduce your quote (instead of a comma) if your quote "follows" a thought that is a complete sentence. For example:

After a visit to Satis House with Joe, Pip admits his shame: "It is a most miserable things to feel ashamed of home" (120). 
Examples of Explicit Documentation from a Source

The first example illustrates the most frequent task: explicit documentation in support of an argument or position from a single source.

 Example 1: The excerpt from Gina's examination response on Fleur Adcock's poem, "The Man Who X-Rayed an Orange," is the most complex in thought and evidence of the examples provided to the students, and in the following paragraph she brings her argument to its close. She briefly summarizes her earlier points, saving the quotations for emphasis. Her parenthetical documentation is muddy, but even that muddiness is rich. It allows us to discuss other choices for talking about text and subtext. She definitely has "something to say," and effectively incorporates and documents lines and phrases from the poem. 

As Adcock tells the tale of the man's attempt at superhuman strength, the final judgment comes over the level of success of the act. The man starves himself and reaches a plane of power in which he sees through and suspends an orange. The audience recognizes the accomplishment ("For surely he lacked nothing, / Neither power nor insight nor imagination." (Adcock 29-30), but to the Man "It was not enough" (Adcock 20). Though her audience certainly expresses a deep respect for the man, Adcock shares the opinion of the man himself and builds to the ultimate disappointment of the attempt to be a god-like creator. The last line of the poem, "His only fruit from the Tree of Life" (Adcock 35), describing the "light-filled" (Adcock 34) orange, shows the closest level a man can get to God. The actual orange, the "golden globe" (Adcock 33) itself, represents the man's ultimately impossible attempt at reaching divinity.

Example 2: The next example shows someone who knows (somewhat) how to introduce evidence and use quotation marks but little else. This single paragraph constitutes the entire essay, in which the student seeks to discuss the imagery in a novel but ends up merely summarizing it, using quotations simply to complete the restatement. She, too, begins with a repetition of the prompt and then organizes her evidence sequentially. She can list examples but cannot elaborate on them, as shown in her use of ellipses in between confusing quotation marks. Note: this second example also does not include parenthetical documentation consistently. . 

The atomic bomb imagery plays a large role in the development of Ibuse's story. In the beginning we receive a small sketch of what happened, with Yasuko's diary entry for August 6. "At the Furue there was a great flash and boom. Black smoke rose up over the city of Hiroshima like a volcanic eruption." As the story progresses, with each character's account of what happened to them, there is another piece added to a larger puzzle, until finally on page 282 of the novel, a name is given to the bomb and meaning is actually placed to what happened to Hiroshima and Nagasaki. "An 'atomic bomb', ... That's the name for it, ... It gives off a terrible radiation" (Ibuse 282).  However, one can say that the bomb has about seven different names during the course of the story, each one being more specific than the prior. "The name of the bomb..., from the initial "new weapon" through "new-type bomb," "secret weapon," "special new-type bomb"... that day, [became] an "atomic bomb."
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