ENG 1121

Prof. Behrent

SAMPLE OUTLINES:  The following outline may change often during the writing of the paper, but it is a beginning. 
Sample Outline for Traditional Literary Research Paper on Sweat and Skeleton Crew
Thesis: Sweat by Lynn Nottage and Skeleton Crew by Dominique Morisseau resonate with contemporary audiences because they give expression to the devastation of working class living standards and the loss of class solidarity that once characterized union jobs. 
Introduction:  

· Begin with statistics about decline of unions and working class living standards
· Introduce Detroit, MI and Reading, PA as two cities that exemplify this loss

· Introduce Sweat by Lynn Nottage and Skeleton Crew by Dominique Morisseau
Body: 

1. Historical Context: Neoliberalism & Economic Recession of 2008 

· Begin with Economic Recession of 2008
Ex: Research on layoffs, factory closings, etc. 

· Culimination of Economic Policies since 1970s

Ex: quote Business Week from 1970s

· Effect on Unions
Ex: Shotwell Quote and UAW today

2. Sweat by Lynn Nottage
· Reading, PA today and in the past
· Discuss origins of Sweat and research Nottage conducted to write the play (Examples from Interview with Lynn Nottage) 
· Solidarity between the three women in the beginning of the play

· The effect of the lock out on their friendship signifies the loss of solidarity

· Scapegoating and racism as central to the loss of solidarity, decline of labor and devastation of the working class. 

3. Skeleton Crew by Dominique Morisseau
· Detroit today and in the past
· Analyze Faye’s character as a symbol of the militant history of trade unionism in Detroit and its role in fighting racism and other forms of discrimination. 
· Compare Faye to Dez who represents younger workers disillusioned with the union, struggling to maintain dignity
· Analyze scene between Faye and Reggie about ‘walking the line’ 

· Discuss ending of the play and compare to Sweat
· Analyze Shanita’s character as one example of hope in the play—in particular, dream at the end of the play

Conclusion: Summarize arguments and reinforce thesis statement

NOTE:  

1) The thesis is stated early in the paper. The body of the paper then proceeds to provide the facts, examples, and analogies that flow logically from that thesis. 

2)  The thesis contains key words that are reflected in the outline. These key words become a unifying element throughout the paper, as they reappear in the detailed paragraphs that support and develop the thesis. 

3) The conclusion of the paper circles back to the thesis, which is now far more meaningful because of the deductive development that supports it. 
Sample Outline for Creative Project
Thesis/Purpose: To write a play about the housing crisis and evictions that shows how the 2008 economic crisis destroyed people’s living standards. 

Essay/Introduction: 
· Explain how the play was inspired by Sweat and Skeleton Crew 
For ex: theater as social commentary, using music/sound like Morisseau and Nottage; going between two different years a decade apart (2008 & 2000). 

· Discuss research on housing crisis. 

For ex: Matthew Desmond’s’ Evicted. Also NYTimes article “How Homeownership became..” 
· Interview with EG from Flint, Michigan about the number of people in her family who lost their homes. Explain that this was the inspiration for my main character. 
· Incorporate peer reviewed article on theater historically as a genre of social commentary/critique and research on rent strikes and movement against evictions in NYC in the 1930s. 

Outline for Play: 

Scene 1: 

· Set in 2008  in Flint, MIat a Stoop Sale at Eva’s house.

· As she sells her belongings, she interacts with a stranger, her neighbor, ex-husband and best friend.

· Find out that the bank has foreclosed on her family home (where she lives wih her son) and she is being evicted

Scene 2: 

· Set in 2000 in same yard with Eva and her best friend Jane after finalizing divorce

· Find out that medical and legal expenses are mounting, needs to take out second mortgage
Scene 3: 2008: Back at Stoop Sale

· Jane brought to house in handcuffs after disrupting auction to sell house

· Jane talks about her father who fought evictions in Harlem in the 1930s before moving to Flint, MI. 

· Eva decides she won’t leave and will fight the eviction. 

· Scene ends with ‘Solidarity Forever’ as Eva, Jane, her neighbor and ex-husband sit-in, waiting to be evicted. 

Writing an Introduction: 
a. Writing the first draft of an introductory paragraph is like writing in water. You will probably revise it again and again. Knowing this, plunge ahead. Below are a few guidelines for creating a mature introduction: 

1) Begin with a "compelling condition or situation" (Sorenson 151). The first sentence of the following introduction to the paper on Beloved is designed to interest the reader. By ending the paragraph with the thesis, the writer leaves the reader with a clear indication of the paper's direction. The introduction is a kind of funnel, with the narrow end (the thesis) ushering the reader into the body of the paper. 

EX. A murdered baby haunts 124 Bluestone Road. And she is not alone. The presence of the spirits of African women once chained in the holds of slave ships, flung alive into the sea, or brutalized by their owners intensifies 124's sadness and anger. Clearly houses provide no protection for the women in Toni Morrison's Beloved. Chattel slavery turns a plantation in Kentucky and a Victorian farm house in Ohio into crucibles for the black mothers and daughters who are trapped in them. The spiritual and physical enslavement of Baby Suggs, Sethe, Denver and Beloved is shaped by and reflected in the houses at Sweet Home and Bluestone Road. 

2) Begin with an anecdote that sets the stage for the content of the paper (151). 

Ex. No longer satisfied with pranks, the baby ghost at 124 Bluestone Road picks up the dog and slams it against the wall. Stoically, Sethe knocks it out with a hammer, sets its broken legs and pushes its eye back into the socket. After that the dog lives under the porch.... 

3) Use a quotation that reflects the theme of the paper or that is drawn from the primary source itself (151). 

Ex. "124 was spiteful. Full of baby venom. The women in the house knew it and so did the children." 

b. In addition to presenting the thesis, the introduction also suggests the general organization of the paper

