Queen of New Wave
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The "New Wave" in graphic design appeared at the turn of the 70s and 80s simultaneously with architectural postmodernism, quotation, contextualism, and the Memphis style in object design, which proclaimed that design should be emotional, exciting, sensual, awakening the imagination and pleasing to the eye. All these parallel artistic movements together brought about a revolution in professional design consciousness, the consequences of which are perceived today as the opening of a new paradigm in the development of visual culture. One of the female designers who was the procreator of this trend is April Greiman.
April Greiman is the queen of a new graphic design trend. She is one of the first women to use and implement the computer in design and has made breakthroughs in her graphic work. Also, despite the condemnation from others, she did not stop creating her works. She continued her contribution to the development of Communication Design. April Greiman's work impresses with its uniqueness and deep meaning in displaying design and communication in the human world of art. April was seen by people as always bold and open to new achievements and activities in graphic design.
For being passionate and upbeat, she has been recognized as one of the first designers to enable computers and digital tools to develop her work. April Greiman saw a fantastic opportunity while experimenting with the sheer number of computer possibilities they had to offer and its enormous potential. She said they need to be used in graphic design. Greiman developed a specific style in his work within what later became known as the New Wave.
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Greiman feels the title of a graphic designer is too restrictive and prefers to call himself a "transmedia artist." Her work inspired designers to develop the computer as a design tool and show curiosity and exploration in their approach to design. Her style includes type layering, where groups of letterforms are layered and floated in space along with other objects such as illustrations, shapes, photographs, and color swatches. It creates a sense of depth and dynamics, particularly by combining graphic elements through the extensive use of Apple Macintosh technology. The Los Angeles Times called her graphic style "an experiment in hybrid imagery."
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Like April Greiman, I am passionate and eager to learn new skills and create my designs to show the whole world who I am. The field of Graphic Design is constantly improving, and the trends are updated every time that it is impossible to track. I was interested in the story of designer April Greiman because she was not afraid to experiment with new technologies. In the end, she succeeded in the path she chose. She never deviated from her chosen path and worked hard on her passion. Computer technology and design pulled the designer April Greiman into her world. She put all her strength into creating a new style and showing herself to the world. Soon I will create my style and present it to the world of Graphic Design.
April Greiman was born on March 22, 1948. She grew up in New York City. She is an American designer widely regarded as one of the first designers to adopt computer technology as a design tool. Her art combines a Swiss design background with West Coast postmodernism. Her father was an early programmer, systems analyst, founder, and president of the Ventura Institute of Technology.
After she completed her studies at the Kansas City Institute of Art, Greiman worked as a freelance designer and worked directly with the design curator at the Museum of Modern Art in New York. From 1978 to 2004, she ran her first design studio - April Greiman, Inc. In the 1970s, she rejected the belief of many contemporary designers that computers and digitalization would threaten the International Typographic Style; instead, she used pixelation and other digitization "mistakes" as an integral part of digital art, a position she held throughout her career.
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In 1982 Greiman became head of design at the California Institute of the Arts. After moving from New York to Los Angeles, she met photographer-artist Jamie Odgers, who was a significant influence on Greiman. Together they designed the famous Cal Arts poster in 1977, which became a symbol of the California New Wave. In 1984, she successfully lobbied to change the department's name to "Visual Communications" because she felt that the term "Graphic Design" would be too restrictive for future designers. 
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In the same year, she became a student herself and explored the impact of technology on her work more deeply. She then returned to full-time practice and purchased her first Macintosh computer. In 1995, the US Postal Service issued a stamp designed by Greiman to commemorate the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution.
Greiman has received numerous awards, including the 1998 American Institute of Graphic Arts Lifetime Achievement Gold Medal, the Society for the Typographic Arts 2018 Lifetime Achievement Award, and the 1998 Chrysler Innovation Award. She has also published several books, such as April Greiman: Ideas in Space and Something from Nothing. 
Greiman currently teaches at the University of Southern California as Design Professor at the Rosca School of Art and Design and has previously taught at the University of Woodbury School of Architecture and the Southern California Institute of Architecture. 
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In 2005, she opened her current Los Angeles-based design consulting firm - Made In Space. The Pasadena Museum of California Art in 2006 hosted a one-woman exhibit of her digital photography titled "Shooting a Driveway: Digital Photography by April Greiman." She also participated in a major group exhibition at the Georges Pompidou Center in Paris called Elle @ Center Pompidou. 
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In 2007, Greiman completed her largest work, the public mural "Hand Holding a Bowl of Rice," spanning "seven floors of two building facades marking the entrance to the Wilshire Vermont subway station in Los Angeles." In 2014 Greiman collaborated with London-based artists' organization Auto Italia Southeast and a group of artists, including Metahaven, for the POLYMYTH x Miss Information exhibition.
As a designer, I admire and understand that April Greiman brought a significant change to the world of Communication Design. It was challenging for a woman to work and show her abilities in such a field and succeed. She was one of the first in California and in general in the USA and the world to start working professionally with a computer that had just appeared Apple Macintosh with MacDraw graphics editor. The professional community was initially skeptical about the new tool. As soon as computers appeared, they began to be perceived as something alien and even hostile to the artist's work. However, April Greiman saw an extraordinary potential in the computer - the possibility of creating a new imaginary world. She showed that a computer processor could initiate unique visual worlds. 
We use computers to create graphics - posters, book designs, websites, movies, or just images. It has become much easier for us to create designs and bring our work to screens to share with the world. Therefore, in the modern history of graphic design, the title of the queen "New Wave" is forever associated with a significant milestone - the transition from Swiss school typography to the personal, emotional, poetic, and digital graphic design that we can see now in our time.
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