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| compare the essay to a house that has structural supports. This metaphor helps my students
understand the importance of each component.

Use the graphic organizer that follows to help your students assess whether or not their thesis
statements can stand. In choosing a thesis statement for an argumentative essay, students should be
considering what main points they will use to support it and how they might put it in different wording
in their conclusion paragraphs.

As you ask students to complete this graphic organizer, anticipate that they might have a hard time
seeing holes or flaws in their argument. Be available to give them feedback as they work through this
brainstorming activity. Use teachable moments with the whole class if students are comfortable using
their mistakes as learning opportunities for all.

Version 1: Students focus on their thesis and topic sentences.

Version 2: Students extend their thinking to include 3 supporting details for each topic sentence,
which may or may not include research. Boxes are small because students are just jotting down ideas
at this point.

Version 3: Version 3 is a web to help students narrow their overall topic to more specific ideas for their
thesis statement. Consider modeling how to complete one with the whole class. An example is
included.
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WORK ETHIC

Technology has caused students’

work ethic and values to
decrease.

SMART PHONES
Schools should (or should not)
allow students to use smart
phones during class.
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