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OOOOHHH EXCITING!!!




PEOPLE TELL ME
WHO | AM




The immortal words of my AP Lit teacher that still
haunt me. For context, | was behind on almost all of
my assignments for her class and what | did hand in

was not that good.
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to know,

YOU'RE A DISAPPOINTMENT.

W

ite if | want to be on ¢ . 0!
It was amazing how a woman, who had in 'h-:); :
sald she “does not know anything about art”,

to in that moment tell me how to be an artist,







talking to someone who is not South Asian they

When new b - et me they tend to cling to my start by asking the question that is my vltimate
compie) ind pre-pian whot "m:,' think a pei-peeve,

"Where are you from?
To which | always respond “Brooklyn

J
SO YOU'RE But no one has ever been satisfied with that answe
BROWN??211? so they will follow up with the,

“No. Where are you FROM?

Making extra sure to emphasize the “frém
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Now depending on if it is another South Asion persor

or someone who 15 not South Asion the conversafion
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(THEY| NT THE MYSTIC
FOREICNER ANSWER!)

give in and tell them what they want




Then that person becomes this strange kind of When | have to answer o question with,

s they feel they can ask all of

. ry, | don't actually know much about Pokistan,”
A

sked me a range of things L
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I get smackad in the foce with that person's fleeting inferest in me

ond receive o disoppointed,

“Thats alright.”

“Yeaoh, | know,"
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continue falking fo me, they
nind the moment the word %
}

say something

A meel those pecixe who

worth ke

Urduy, It ny resporse 1o balng peste

adults, But | don't actually hold any

18«
towards my parents for net teaching me Ure
For re s Includ|

pak Urdu it neve

Allal' is everywhere you can't ignore |

arents were
the predominantly s
C) English Isn't my age In the first place
That must have &

@ thelr childrer

@ign 10 ther

Now back 1o
conversahions wilk

sdgmented Brown




I'll say its funny that everyone especially strangers
feel entitled to let me know I'm sucking at the whole

brown thing.

It really isn't funny but | really can’t deal with heavy

shit the way I'm supposed to.

| can’t do a lot of thin ike I'm supg

And honestly its exhausting trying to.

ter off r istening to other people telling me

| suck at being brown. Because like Mrs. Smith, fuck

them, | know myself better than any of them ever

will.
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jults really had a blast reminding me | had o They weren't doing anything special just grocery

different name. A few memerable quotes: shopping like us.

I'm not even going to attempt this name!
You're parents really wanted me to struggle with
your name.

m just going to call you Cindy.

Those uncomfortable and unneces y commer onestly women in Hijabs look like badass super

made the places that didn't make me feel like

had to apologize

magica

Coney Island Avenve and Jackson Heights were ~vays thought they were just beautiful.
whole strips of South Asian stores and restaurants,

when | was growing up. Women walked with their
families wearing Hijabs' some in F{»l_x'q‘._: . And they

were not out of place or stared at.




They were who | imagined when I'd hear “Pakistani™.
It felt like they were real brown people and | was
something adjacent to them, not real. | had the
complexion but nothing else. | believed there must be
something more to being brown. But whatever that
was | wasn't it

Any time | voiced an admiration for the culture it
would some how be used against me.

If you want to learn Urdu you have to take initiative!
Your baby cousin in Pakistan can speak it so well,
already.

You never read Quran! You need to make time to."
I'll buy you shavar kamess for Ramadan because
the pants you wear look dirty.

Now these words and actions weren't meant as
insults to me but for some reason they made me feel
guilty. Like | was not living up to what was culturally
expected of me.

| made efforts. | remember one time when | was o kid. |
was looking at fabrics with my mom. All of the patterns
were nice. My mom told me to pick one to be made into
a shalwar-kameez for me. But then | didn't want to. And
she had to pick for me.
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| quickly took them off and in the process cracked
one. My mom got pissed at me and took them away.

| was relieved they were gone. But | didn't know why.

a1 | found these chudiyars' that were black, g
g
thinking d w ce for Ran

them.

The chudiyahs looked so great until | put them on. | hung onto the cracked one and felt bad. | wanted

it. | want to wear it but it didn't make sense

Then they looked wrong. Like they didn't belong on to like

my body. on me.
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HEY#OM & DAD -




+ friends who like most of the movies

walching were all while

soring is a real thing Not a single one 1hos
he time | thought if | had 1o choose, falling for another femme. T
an movies ir

o be ok with being gay

n nol a single one of

understand whal precautions

while growing up in a browr




to my lived

o empathize with
ny siluation.

that didn'l apply

shool them a lex! saying they were spending the nig

friends house. | was living @ more monilored life.

I also gave n o meel
My parents only b and cleaning the ich made me feel a lof beller knowing there is o communily
| was ne or anything that wasn't of people willing to accep! all of me inste
or wanled 1o hang out | choice few shared Irails as a means of survival.
had 1o he 1 50 much surviving as | was just living my damr
think the luckiest break of « fe was when | became aparl 1 was thal | learnad by living thal
of an intersechionality P

e swilch®™ around the p e who rea

accepl me for my enlirety. And

Indigineous




| am older and I'm trying 1o repair my connection to
my browness/ overall acceptance of my multifaceted
identity. This will not be instantaneous. It'll take time

to unlearn misconceptions, part-taking in self-care,

having open dialogs, research, and support from

loved ones.

Dear Fellow First Gen Immigrants,
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