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- Lynda Barry, Making Comics
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What’s your why? 
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• What interests you most about Visual Memoir and Biography?

• Is your desire to tell stories about real people connected to your life’s purpose?  If 
so how?

• Are you telling stories that reflect who you are?

• How is the work you are currently creating connected to who you are as a person?

• What do you and others appreciate most about your work? 
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What is Sequential Art? (a.k.a Comics)

-Asaf Hanuka, The Realist
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ABOUT THIS COURSE:

Craft, Community, and Culture!

•Reading List : Reading VS. Making

•Critique and Discussion: Class Discord

•Craft: In-class activities (Like the one we just did!)

•FINAL PROJECT

•Grading Policy: EFFORT, TIME, CARE, GROWTH, STORY, CRAFT, CLARITY (not rendering.)

https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/bam-70500-02-visualmemory/reading-list/
https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/bam-70500-02-visualmemory/discord/
https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/bam-70500-02-visualmemory/final-project/
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Philosophy:

Comics are language.  Every language can be learned.

Comics are a language with a distinct Grammar Set. It's made up of Sequential Reading (left -
right up down), of grammatical parts which are composed of BOTH words and images.

Realistic drawing is NOT a requirement. 

Ivan Brunetti – excerpt from Mr. Peach, a strip about teaching from The New Yorker
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We are our first character.

We will be exploring personal voice through a daily diary practice.
With the purpose of finding our comics voice.



26



27



28

Meet the Artist / Comics Me

Create a Comics Me in a "meet the 
artist” page in your sketchbook. 

Draw a comics version of yourself as a 
method introduction and exploring 
your voice.

Consider your personal visual style or 
play with styles you find interesting 
and experiment!

Added challenge: Consider the 
different ways text and image interact 
on a page.
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Lynda Barry 

Comics self 
portraits by…

Ivan Brunetti
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Raina Teiglmeier
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Asaf Hanuka
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Art Speigelman
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Phoebe Gloeckner
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Robert Crumb
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Marjane Satrapi
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