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Serving as Vice President of De-
sign Excellence at the New York 

City American Institute of Archi-
tects Chapter, Illya was able to 
foster many relationships between 
professional societies and develop 
phenomenal event ideas to engage 
architets and others within the pro-
fessional field. In this function, he 
was instrumental in making possible 
a long term collaboration between 
AIA, the Centre for Architecture and 
the Consulate General of Switzer-
land. Illya demonstrated a profound 
knowledge and keen interest in the 
architectural and design landscapes 
in Switzerland. He was one of the 
young professionals selected in 
2010 for a field study trip to Swit-
zerland, financed by the Swiss For-
eign Ministry.

“Illya has brought the perspective of a 
younger generation to the New York Chap-
ter, expanding all of our understanding of 
how to serve our community his involvemen-
et has strengthened the chapter and the 
profession.” - Mark Geinsberg FAIA, LEED AP| 
Curtis + Ginsberg Architects LLP | Chair- New York 
City Housing Authority  

AIA NYS Chapter memeber Illya Azaroff (Left) and graphic Designer Simon 
Johnston (Right) before their tour of the New Rolex Learning Center at EPFL in 
Lusanne Switzerland by SANNA Architechts. 

“Thanks to Illya’s active interventions, I 
could bring to New York numerous Swiss ar-
chitects and several exhibitions, thus contrib-
uting to a very fruitful scientific and cultural 
exchange between Switzerland and New 
York.” - Catherine Scharf |Deputy Regional Coordinator for 
Canada, Mexico and Northern Caribbean |Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs FDFA

Illya Azaroff speaks with former Secretary of State 
and retired General Colin Powell at the AIA Conven-
tion. Denver, Colorado
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