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Separate but, Equal



The  two  images  that  are  being  compared  are  of   photographs  displayed at  the  International  Center  of  Photography,   Unidentified Woman  by  Benjamin  w. Fowler  and  Woman, South Carolina  by  Doris  Ulmann,  which  captures  two  contrasting  worlds  of  both  African-American  women  who  lived  in  the  same  era .  The  photograph  on  the  left  is  a  full  length  long  shot  portrait  of  a  woman  from  Philadelphia  seated  in  an  angled  anterior  position  looking  away  from  the viewer   and  the  photograph  on the  right  is  a  semi  full  length  medium  shot  portrait   of  a  woman  from  South  Carolina  seated  located  on  what  presumes  to  be the  porch  in  an  angled  anterior  position   facing  the  viewer.  The  size  of  both  figures  vary.  The  Woman, South Carolina  is  more  up  close  and  personal  while  the  Unidentified, Woman  has  is  more  reserved  with  her  face.  

The  photo  of  the  Unidentified  Woman  presents   a  woman  from  Philadelphia  of  approximately  30-35  years  old  seated  on  an  arm  chair.  Her  posture  is  erect  and  forthright;  her  left  arm  leans  against  a  table   with  her  left  hand  clutching  the corner  of  the  table. The  woman  holds  a book  in  her  right  hand,  she  has  the  book  put  aside but,  manages to  keep  her  thumb  on  a  page. The  woman  is  wearing  a  lavish  fur  shawl  with  a  long  black  dress with  a  full front  ruffle  design  and  beaded  3/4  sleeves.  Her  hair  is  kempt,  pulled  back  and  parted.  The  countenance  on  the  woman’s  face  evokes  subtle  amusement  and  a  hint  of  surprise.  

The  expression,  upscale  attire,  posture  and  the  book  gives  the  impression  that  she  was  well-educated  and  part  of  society’s  literary  elite  for,  Philadelphia  at  the  time  was  known  for  its culmination  of  influential  African  American  Culture  particularly  in  the  literary  works. Notice  that  she  also  has  impeccable  firm  skin  free  from  fine  lines  and  bags  under  her  eyes  which  can  indicate  that  she  lead  a stress  free  life  and  is  content.  Right  next  to  her  arm  is  a  glass  vase  filled  with  what  appears  to  be  carnations  towering  over  her  head.  It  could  possibly  denote  that  she  was  a  mother  or  was  a  respectable  figure  amongst  the  community  showcasing  their  gratitude  and  appreciation  towards  her.

The  print  medium  of  the  photograph  is  a  cabinet  card  which  is  a  style  of  photograph  widely  used  for  photographic  portraiture.  The  cabinet  card  usually  includes  a  widespread  logo  and  information  to  advertise  the  photographers  services.

In  essence, the  photographer,  Benjamin  W  Fowler’s  aim  was  to  emphasize  and  highlight  the  Unidentified, woman’s  success  during  a  period  where  the  contributions  and  presence  of  African  American’s  were  diminished  and  devalued  based  on  their  physical  features  and  ascribed  status  within  the  prevailing  societal  dogma  and  ideologies  of  that  period. The  photographer  also  wanted  to  showcase  the height  of  African  American  culture  and  influence  in  Philadelphia.  

Juxtapose  the  Unidentified Woman  photo  is  the  Woman, South Carolina  photo.  The  photo  presents  a  woman  from  South  Carolina  of  approximately  35-40  years  old.  She  is  seated  in  a  kneeling  chair  position  in  full  frontal  view  with  her  hands  rested  atop  her  lap.  The  woman  is  wearing  a  simple  printed  dress  with  a  lace  collar. Her  hair  is  pulled  back  with  a  couple  of  strands  sticking  out.  The  woman’s  face  expresses  sternness,  contempt  and  as  if  she’s  glaring  at  the  viewer  with  a  concentrated  guise.  

Unlike  the  Unidentified Woman,  Judging  from  the  South  Carolina  woman’s   appearance  one  can  assume  that  she  was  apart  of  the  working  poor  and  affected  from  the  economic  turmoil  of  the  Great  Depression  since,  the  photo  was  taken  during  the  occurrence  of  the  Great  Depression.   Notice  the  fine  lines  and  bags  underneath  her  eyes.  One  can  denote  that  she suffered  from  the  depravity  of  employment,  constant  racial  prejudice,  discrimination  and  labor  intensive  work  during  that  period. The  size  and  roughness  of  her  hands  implies  that  she  was  mainly  occupied  in  labor  intensive  manual  work.  Most  likely,  she  was  a  domestic  worker  considering  her  attire  and  the  time  when  The  Great  Depression  caused  a  scarcity  in  employment  compelling  people  to  take  on  low  paying  arduous  jobs.

The  print  medium  of  the  photograph  is  photo-gravure.  Photo-Gravure  is  a  photo  mechanical  method  where  a  copper  plate  is  coated  with  gelatin  tissue  which  in  turn  the  film  positive  is  exposed  by  UV  lighting,  and  then  etched,  developing  into  a  high  quality  intaglio  print  that  can  replicate  the  elements  and  tones  of  the  photograph.  Intaglio  is  also  an  interchangeable  term  from  Photo-Gravure.

 The  Photographer,  Doris  Ulmann’s  intention  was  to  capture  the  effects  of  a  disastrous  economy  affecting  the  livelihood’s  of  communities  impacted  by  the  stock  market  crash.  It  conveys  that  at  any  moment  one  can  have  it  all  and  then  lose  it  all  the  next  day.   This  photograph  shows  that  the  Great  Depression  changed  this  South  Carolina  woman’s  life.  Who  knows  if  she  was  just  as  successful  and  reputable  as  the  Unidentified, Woman  in  her  prior  life. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite  the  contrasting  dissimilarities  both  of  leading  separate  lives,  they  both  have  more  in  common  than  one  can  fathom.  Together,  the  two  women  both  have  presence  regardless  of  the  setting  and  the  dynamics.   
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