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We  create  boundaries  to  lure  ourselves  into  the  temptation  of  challenging  it. It’s  equivalent  to  telling  a  child  not  to  do  something  and  they’re  motivated  with  the  temptation  of  challenging  one’s  authority,  assessing  whether  one  would  enforce  the  boundary  of  what  is  acceptable  and  what  is  not  acceptable;  challenging  the  notion  that  by  attempting  to  cross  the  line  will  they  be  absolved  from  repercussions?  Since,  they  done  it  before  in  the  past.  Sometimes,  as  individuals  we  struggle  with  defining  at  what  instance  do  we  create  restrictions  that  doesn’t  violate  ethics  or  laws  where  such  conduct  or  stance  is  protected.  Where  is  the  dividing  line?  It’s  complicated  to  say  the  least. 

A  dividing  line  is  a  limitation  that  determines  what  is  not  acceptable  or  permissible  in specific  settings  or  situations.    We  acknowledge  that  there  are  IMPLIED  limitations  in  certain  settings  but,  that  doesn’t  mean  that  one  has  to  adhere  to  said  limitations  because,  it’s  not  set  in  stone  or  EXPRESSED.  There  are  no  codes,  rules  or  regulations  in  NATURE  to  hinder  a  being  from  exercising  their  message  or  actions.  

Its  imperative  to  comprehend  that  we  cannot  control  the  way  a  person  chooses  to  conduct  themselves  nor  can  we  expect  uniformity  and  tolerability  on  all  sides.  Everyone  challenges  or  questions  a  set  of  systems  or  practices in  a  manner  in  which  certain measures  taken  are considered  crossing  the  line. We  also  acknowledge  that  most  restrictions  are  set  in  place  because  of  cultural  practices/ beliefs/ traditions.  How  did  human’s  get  to  this   stage  where  they  rationalize  specific  behaviors,  attitudes  or  capabilities  and  decide  when  or  in  what  context  its  appropriate  to  use in  today’s  world?

The  essay  that  was  written  as  a  counter  argument  towards  African  American  Language  not  being  recognized  as  a  proper  form  of  English  or  a  non-standard  language  that  doesn’t  adhere  to  grammatical  principles  or  functions,  reminds  me  of  a  lecture  I  was  involved  in  from  a  course  I  took  2  semesters  ago. I  was  enrolled  in  an  anthropology  course  that  encompasses  the  entirety  of  human  kind  from  conception,  succession  and  the  “final”  product.  In  my  anthropology  course  we  acknowledge  how  language  influences  and  shapes  culture  and  the  way  we  think.  

Language  is  a  system  made  up  of  meaningless  sounds,  marks,  and gestures  that  are  made  meaningful.  The  Sapir-Whorf  hypothesis,  pioneered  by  Edward  Sapir  and  Benjamin  Whorf  developed the  idea  that  distinctive  languages  generate  different   modes  of  thinking.  The  hypothesis  proposes  that  language  establishes  how  people  perceive  reality  or  the  world.


African  American  Vernacular  is  considered  a  dialect  which  is  a   non-standard  variation  of  language.  The  mannerisms  of  speaking  especially  for  dialect  can  be  associated  with  political  power  and stratification  amongst  racial  and  ethnic  groups.  Language  originates  from  its  aptitude  to  judge  the  way  others  communicate.  Which  introduces  a  way  of  communicating  that  induces  one’s  elevated  status  in  culture  which  is  called  prestige  language.  Prestige  language  is  linked  to  wealth,  success,  education  and  power.  

According  to  French  sociologist  Pierre  Bourdieu,  language  skills  serve  as  a  type  of  cultural  capital-  a  resource  or  asset  available  to  language  users  that  can  be  converted  into  financial  capital,  such  as  wages  and  benefits.  Bourdieu  follows-up  that  linguistic  standards  are  established  and  fortified  by  a  culture’s  academic  institutions,  government,  media,  and  religious  organizations. They  may  be  taught  in  schools,  used  in  broadcast  media  such  as  radio  and  television,  or  designated  as  an  indicator  of  competence  in  business  employment  practices.

Language  is  frequently  expended  as  an  indicator  of  social  class.  Language  that  does  not  conform  to  national  prestige  syntax   often  has  negative  assumptions  such  as  an  individual  who  speaks  in  jargon  or  dialect  are  illiterate,  unrefined,  or  low  class.  My  professor  mentioned  how  language  is  used  to  exclude  and  ostracize  others   from  participating  in  conversations.  From  personal  experience,  I  can  attest  that  this  rings  true.  A  variety  of  nationalities,  racial,  and  ethnic  groups  intentionally  speak  in  another  language  besides  English  (which  they  can  speak  fluently)  to  preserve  their  language  and  assert  their  cultural  identity.  Some,  purposefully  communicate  in  another  language  to  offend  or  humiliate  others.  However,  most  of  the  time  speaking  in  another  language  is  usually  meant  to  exclude  others  from  their  conversation  or   culture. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Language  has  the  power  to  both  uplift  and  at  the  same  time  denigrate  individuals.  Language  can  exclude  or  include  individuals.  Language  can  be  biased  towards  genders,  cultures,  religion,  socio-economic  status,  and  age. Language is  dynamic  adapting  to  changes  and  cultural  shifts.  Cultural  patterns  shape  language  and  its  usage.  Language  is  intersectional.  Language  is  the  dividing  line. 



Rt

iyt ke e g o

it o 8 s v 2 e g

Lot i i 5 ot o of g or 3 i
gy o e s . oy of s b o o,
et e Y




