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Demographics: Gender
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Demographics: Race/Ethnicity
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Licensure as an Architect

 Education
 Experience

Architectural Experience Program + 
additional years experience

 Examination
Architectural Licensing Examination 
(ARE)

 Good character



In the United States, architectural licenses
are granted by the states. In New York 
State, you must comply with the regulations
of both New York State and NCARB (National 
Council of Architectural Registration Boards.

N C A R B



New York State Department of Education
Office of Professionals Board of Architecture
Robert Lopez, Secretary for Board of Architecture

grants the license to practice architecture
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The intent of any architectural licensing law is 
to protect the life, safety and welfare of the public



National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards
administers Architectural Experience Program (AXP) and

Architectural Registration Examination (ARE) 
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Education

New York State accepts a variety of degrees to take the ARE 
and be licensed. The type of degree determines the number
of years of work experience required.

• BTech (started before Fall 2018)  7 years 
• BTech (started in or after Fall 2018)  5 years
• BArch    3 years 

Do NOT accept being told by NCARB or the industry that
the BTech is not a valid degree for licensure in NYS. It is 
valid here and in 17 other jurisdictions in the United States.



Experience
New York State requires completion of AXP + additional 
years to fulfill the required credits

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/AXP-Guidelines.pdf

New York State counts work experience in 
months. Experience can be applied from any 
time frame.

VS
NCARB counts work experience in weeks and 
according to 6 categories. Experience must be 
registered with AXP within 8 months of 
completion.

Generally work must be done under a legally practicing architect. Both 
programs permit some experience in other settings.



Experience to comply with NYS rules
New York State requires graduates to complete years of  
work experiences under the supervision of a lawfully 
practicing architect.

New York State has experience requirements that differ 
from NCARB. Document work experience for each 
separately.

A maximum of 5 years credit may be acquired in areas 
related to the practice of architecture, such as an engineer's 
office, government agency, etc. Supervision must be done 
by a registered architect. 



Work Experience Required and 
Applying for the ARE 



Architectural Experience Program

3,740 hours
or

3-5 years

Each experience area
aligns with the 6 
divisions of the ARE
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Establishing Your NCARB Record for AXP 



https://www.ncarb.org/sites/default/files/AXP-Guidelines.pdf



Architectural Registration Examination
6 parts consisting of multiple choice questions +

case studies 

https://www.ncarb.org/sites/
default/files/ARE5-
Handbook.pdf



https://www.ncarb.org/

Architectural Registration Examination
ARE
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Preparing for ARE 5.0 
 ARE Handbook



So why do you want to be a licensed 
architect? 

Further reading
http://youngarchitect.com/2014/11/1
5/10-great-reasons-not-to-get-your-
architecture-license-become-an-
architect/

http://youngarchitect.com/2016/04/1
1/dear-future-young-architects-
please-quit-screwing-around-2/

http://www.archdaily.com/200761/ref
raming-the-stats-about-architecture

http://www.lifeofanarchitect.com/
how-much-money-does-an-
architect-make/
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http://youngarchitect.com/2014/11/15/10-great-reasons-not-to-get-your-architecture-license-become-an-architect/
http://youngarchitect.com/2016/04/11/dear-future-young-architects-please-quit-screwing-around-2/
http://www.archdaily.com/200761/reframing-the-stats-about-architecture
http://www.lifeofanarchitect.com/how-much-money-does-an-architect-make/


Questions and discussions welcomed

Email me:

kconzelmann@citytech.cuny.edu
Becoming a licensed architect 20210210

"I have made every effort to convey accurate information. 
Regulations change and situations differ. Verify all 
information."
Prof. Mishara 2021

mailto:BMishara@citytech.cuny.edu
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