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Typical Restaurant Layout

A Banquette
B Table Setting
(¢ Bar Seating

D Wall Seating
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The plan notes minimal dimensions for access aisles, limited-passage,
and no-passage aisles. Wheelchair-accessible aisles are required from the
restaurant’s entry to the accessible seating and restrooms.

110 THE INTERIOR DESIGN REFERENCE + SPECIFICATION BOOK

Design Considerations

Spacing between Tables

As long as the spacing between tables meets the minimum dimensions required for an
access aisle, the spacing is subjective and driven mostly by the restaurant concept. Full-
service restaurants provide more space between tables for a comfortable dining experience,
while fast-food restaurants maximize the number of seats. The access aisle dimension is
determined by the local building code and by the ADA, which specifies a minimum width

of 36 inches (914 mm) in the access ai:
located adjacent to an access aisle.

s and also requires that all accessible tables be

Interior Finishes

Interior finishes are the most tangible elements that a designer can use to describe the type
and quality of the restaurant. Certainly, materials appropriate for the public areas will differ
tate for the Kitchen: but in both arcas, fire-retardant materials must be
zed. In addition to the quality of the materials specified, itis important to consider th 2
maintenance standards to ensure their suitability for the type of restaurant.

Lighting

The ambiance of a restaurant will be informed by the lighting design. Low-level mood lighting
is typical of fine dining, white brigh lighting offers a more casual dining experience. Over
the course of a day, restaurants can change the lighting to suggest different moods. Most
restaurant lighting is incandescent because of the warm tones that the lamps provide;
however, fluorescent ghting is more energy efficient and may be more appropriate in the
kitchen areas.

Acoustics

The acoustics in a restaurant g0 hand-in-hand with the concept. In some restaurants, for
example, the reverberation of hard surfaces adds to the desired effect of the dining experi-
ence. There are a number of ways 1o control the acoustics in an environment, as long as
the desired effect is understood. The simplest way to control acoustics is through sound-
Absorptive materials. These can range from carpet on the floor to fabric paneling on the
walls to sound-absorptive tiles in the ceiling. Another strategy worth considering is to com-
partmentalize the restaurant into different types of rooms with different noise levels to suit
the various patrons.

Types of Rooms 1711
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