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Summary 
 ADA which stands for Americans with Disabilities Act, basically states that for every construction 
whether it’s new or the alterations of existing buildings, the safety and accessibility of impaired 
people should be taken under consideration, making it a priority at the time of design and 
construction.  

◦ In circulation the slope of ramps, the height of stair risers and the width of doors, are important factors 
to address when wanting to comply with ADA requirements. 

 

 



Stairs 

Building Construction Illustrated- Francis Ching 



Ramps 

Building Construction Illustrated- Francis Ching 



Doors 
4.13.1 General. Doors required to be 
accessible by 4.1 shall comply with the 
requirements of 4.13. 

oAt least one accessible route complying 
with 4.3 shall connect accessible building 
or facility entrances with all accessible 
spaces and elements within the building 
or facility. 

o4.13.5 Clear Width. Doorways shall 
have a minimum clear opening of 32 in 
(815 mm) with the door open 90 
degrees, measured between the face of 
the door and the opposite stop. Openings 
more than 24 in (610 mm) in depth shall 
comply with 4.2.1 and 4.3.3  

oEXCEPTION: Doors not requiring full 
user passage, such as shallow closets, 
may have the clear opening reduced to 
20 in (510 mm) minimum. 
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http://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/buildings-and-sites/about-the-ada-standards/background/adaag#4.1 



Clearances 

Minimum maneuvering clearances at 
doors that are not automatic or 
power-assisted shall be as shown in 
the figure adjacent. The floor or 
ground area within the required 
clearances shall be level and clear. 

EXCEPTION: Entry doors to acute care 
hospital bedrooms for in-patients shall 
be exempted from the requirement for 
space at the latch side of the door (see 
dimension "x" in figure adjacent) if the 
door is at least 44 in (1120 mm) wide. 

 

http://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/buildings-and-sites/about-the-ada-standards/background/adaag#4.1 
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