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�Locate Data

�Calculate Lot

�Review Setbacks

�OSR calculations

�FAR calculations

• Zoning Study:

Using the site dimensions, setback limits, 

FAR and OSR ratios it determines the 

allowable bulk of a given site

Image Source:

http://www.oasisnyc.net/map.aspx?zoomto=lot:3001310001

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/zone/zonedex.shtml

Data Research
Locate zoning maps to determine Use Group, 
FAR and OSR.  Locate Block and Lot information FAR and OSR.  Locate Block and Lot information 
to determine site dimensions.

Step 1
Calculate the area of the lot

Step 2
Review the setback limitations to determine 
the building footprint

Step 3
Calculate the Open Space Ratio (OSR) to 
determine the maximum lot coverage

Step 4
Compare the setbacks to the OSR calculations 
to see which is more restrictive

Step 5
Calculate the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) to find the 
maximum allowable floor area  and calculate 
the building height
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Possible Activities:

Complete worksheets on zoning 

End of Lecture

�Complete worksheets on zoning 
studies for setbacks, FAR and OSR


