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GEOGRAPHY & CLIMATE
● Throughout Western Europe the lands are used for many different types of agriculture 

(dairy farming, and mixed livestock and crop farming), which is caused by the 

differences in climates and the different terrain that can be found in each region 

(Burke, 2003).

● The climate of Western Europe is a marine climate.Its 

abundant moisture comes from the Atlantic Ocean (oyler, 2003).

● The ocean helps keep down the temperature during the seasons,                           

making the winter moist and mild, and the summer moist and                                       

cool.

● This climate primarily stays to the north of the Alps,                             

thus considering the Alps a climatic divide (Davis, 2008).



POPULATION & DEMOGRAPHIC 
Total Western Europe population:135,004,624.

● Germany is the most populous country in the european union with an estimated 2017 

population of 82.11 million, which ranks 17th in the world (Germany Population, 

2017).

● The Netherlands has a population of around 17 million people.

● France is second with a population of over 65 million.

● Monaco has the smallest population of 38,800 as it is the smallest country of the 

region(Exclusive GP, 2014).



NATURAL RESOURCES
● Natural magnesite, a magnesium carbonate are used heavily in the chemical industry.

● Natural gas 

● Coal

● Hydroelectric power which is Austria’s major export.

● Limestone

● Cement

● Silica sand

● Dolomite

● Polished diamond

● Iron ores

● Bauxite

● Uranium

● Waterpower



FABRICS & FIBERS

• All fibers are either wet or dry spun into yarn. 

• To make the fibers into fabric for example flax into linen. Flax is harvested and after 

harvesting, the flax is stacked in hedges to dry. Once dried, the seeds are removed 

(From Flax To Linen, 2017). Then the flax is laid out to expose it to moisture or the 

sun . The flax is then stripped and combed into tow which is short fibers or into line 

which is long fibers (Linen Flax, 2015).

• Tow fibers are used for coarser yarn, while the line fibers are used for smooth yarn. 

The short and long fibers are then laid out like ribbons which is then wet spun for 

smooth yarn or dry spun for rough yarn (How linen is Made, 2017). Lastly, it is weaved, 

bleached, and dyed. Though sometimes it is not dyed if not required.



APPAREL PRODUCTION
● The country produces many garments from women’s and men's clothes, children and baby 

clothes, sportswear, lingerie, and business wear (Overview-Fashion and Textiles, 

2017). They also produce leather goods, luggage, and footwear.

● France is known for haute couture and atelier. Atelier is when garments are made at 

the studio or workshop in house (Atelier, 2017).

● In Switzerland the garments meet the swiss standards of simple yet unique designs, 

minimalist clothes are the most preferred. The swiss do not like to show off(Swiss 

Made Direct, 2017). 

● Germany uses technology to design and produce garments with 3D printing (Tess, 2016). 

● Many companies in Germany use technical textiles to make clothes. Such as heat and 

flame resistant clothing (Technical Textiles, 2017). There are fibers used in 

garments that can prevent one from burns.



DISTRIBUTION & CONSUMPTION
● In Austria many firms distribute to markets in Central and Eastern Europe at the 

wholesale level, while the retail chains have established networks in those 

countries(Austria - Distribution and Sales Channels, 2017).

● The distribution and consumption is done mostly through brick and mortar. Ecommerce 

has recently been entered the country so it would be difficult market (Belgium - E-

Commerce, 2017).

● The distribution channels in France include e-commerce, retail business, 

hypermarkets/supermarkets and specialty stores (France - Distribution & Sales 

Channels, 2017).

● In Germany there is no restrictions to distribute goods (Distribution Channels, 

2017). Therefore, a company can choose the best distribution channel.



IMPORT & EXPORT
● In West Europe the majority of imported products are machinery, vehicles, aircrafts, 

plastics, crude oil, chemicals, textiles, metals, clothing, and food products 

(Economy Watch Content, 2010). 

● Germany imports 20.3% of the total in the EU, and is the top importer, France imports 

10.7%, The Netherlands 9.7%, Belgium 7.1%, and Austria imports 3% and is the top 

ninth importer in the EU (Workman, 2017). 

● The imports from the U.S. are valued at more than $5.1 billion (Austria (AUT) Exports 

Imports, and Trade Partners, 2017).

● In West Europe the majority of exported products are automobiles, clothing, 

aircrafts, machinery, electronics, food products (wine, beer, cheeses, chocolates), 

pharmaceuticals, military equipment,and industrial chemicals (Economy Watch Content, 

2010). 

● Germany exports 25.6 % of the total in the EU and is the top exporter, France exports 

9.4%, the Netherlands 8.5%, Belgium 7.6%, and Austria exports 2.9 % and is the top 

tenth exporter in the EU (Workman, 2017).



TECHNOLOGY
In Western Europe they are known for the following technologies: 

● Telecommunication

● Innovation

● Research

● Environmental Technology

● Nuclear Technology

● Biotechnology

● Marine Technology

● Gaming Technology

● Automobiles

● Aero technology (Aircrafts)



CULTURE
Western Europe is a melting pot of cultures. Due to migration and tourism most western 

countries are influenced by each other.

● Italy

● Germany

● France

● Roman

● Alps

● Celtics

● Franks

● Gallo-Romans

● Flander

● Wallonia





LABOR & EMPLOYMENT
● In Europe,  the labor and employment laws are similar and different in Western 

Europe. 

● A few similarities are employment contracts that are derived from common law, and are 

the basis for employer and employee relations (White, 2017). 

● There is a limit to weekly working hours, that can not exceed 48 hours including 

overtime; employees must get 11 hours of rest daily (Working Conditions, 2017). 

● The differences are that in Switzerland there is no minimum wage (Rechtsanwälte, 

2017). But Austria, Germany, France have minimum wages (Funk & Lesch, 2017). 

● France , Luxembourg, Netherlands and Austria have maternity leave for up to 16 weeks, 

Belgium is 15 weeks Maternity leave, and Germany and Switzerland it is for 14 weeks 

(“Maternity Leaves Around”, 2012). 

● In all work places every document has to be in French (“Ten things to know”, 2017). 



ECONOMY
● In Western Europe, four countries are on the top ten list of economies in Europe. 

● Germany is number one with a GDP of $3.76 trillion (USD), France has a GDP of $2.81 

trillion (USD), the Netherlands has a GDP of $887 billion (USD), and Switzerland is 

number eight with a GDP of $634 billion (USD) (Rodriguez, 2017). 

● Switzerland, Germany, Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg are on the list of top ten 

competitive European economies (Myers, 2016).  

● Monaco's economy relies heavily on tourism and the financial sector, the GDP is 5.64 

billion euro and went up 5.4% (Country Risk of Monaco: Economy, 2017). 

● The region’s economy is doing very well.
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