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Introduction
● As an immigrant, moving to the United States was a dream, there were endless opportunities here 

for me. Video production, tv, and film was something I was always passionate about for the longest 

time, and moving to the US and starting college I’ve learnt so much about video production. This is 

why it has driven me to create a short documentary about being an immigrants.

● Abe meaning “US” is a Guyanese english word. I wanted to incorporate a piece of my language 

into this piece because it is something I will never forget and will always keep with me. ABE is a short 

documentary surrounding a young man (Alexander) who is going through the process of becoming 

a citizen in the US after 10 years of living here. He talks about his struggles living here and how he 

copes with keeping his culture close to him in a very new environment, the struggles of finding a job, 

and living in a time where the president threatens to deport immigrants.



My roles
● Director 

● Producer

● Writer

● Storyboard artist 

● Cinematographer 

● Editor

● Sound Designer



Script/Questions

Not “scripted” but questions asked receive 
honest pernal answers.



Methods



Time and Cost



Editing
Assembly of rough cut - most 
dialogue in the order I wanted 
them

Fine cut - addition of b roll, title 
cards, music, effects and colors



Editing Cont’d

Color correcting for 
setting



Music
Minari SoundTrack

Full Video

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfzW_wEeYxk7z7zhilM3xw6_iy9OSE47Z&si=X7ooG-XYY03EXVW0
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1koOURQjHTbiISJbbKKzHhoamniGEPLbT/preview


Challenges/Lessons
● Time! Time! Time!

● Adobe premiere pro crashing (once)

● Too many topics

● Choosing the right shots

● SCHEDULING



Thanks!
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- Ryoya Terao
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- Steve Olswang
- Mario Trevino 
- Suraj (Alexander) Mohamed


