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INTRODUCTION 

For this site visit, we went to see a portion of the New York Public Library’s map 

collection, located at 5th Ave at 42nd St, New York, NY 10018.  There were several 

physical maps on display for us to see, and in addition, directions to access the digital 

collection were given. 

PRE-VISIT REFLECTION 

I was expecting to see maps from several decades into the past.  Fire insurance maps 

were the most common map I was expecting to see.  I was also expecting to the 

archiving system used to inventory the maps themselves.  
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DOCUMENTATION 

 

This maps shows a proposed extension to Flatbush Ave to facilitate the movement of 

traffic towards the Brooklyn Bridge. This map was produced in the first decade of the 

20th century, after the Brooklyn Bridge's construction.  No date is discoverable, 

however, since the Manhattan Bridge is not shown, it must be from before 1909, when 

the Manhattan Bridge opened.  
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