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On November 18th 2019, Alexia Hernandez attended a Professional Development Workshop in which she was able to have lunch with a leader. The workshop was from 11:15am-1:30pm and was held in the Janet Lelfer Dining Room in room Namm-215. In this professional development workshop Hernandez got the opportunity to sit down and have a professional discussion among other students with an entrepreneur. Students include Ms. Hernandez were all dress to impress to meet, have a three-course lunch and converse with the leader. The leader for this work shop was an entrepreneur named Fernando Ramirez. Ramirez is an entertainment attorney who provides transaction legal service to clients in the music, film, television, and book publishing industry (New York City College of Technology, 2019). He has served legal counsel on 85 films, including with multiple television public channels such as BET, HBO, Showtime and Sundance TV to name a few. He has also represented independent and major music labels such as SONY and Universal. Ramirez discussed his experiences being an entertainment attorney and the positive and negative affects it has had on his life. Ramirez discussed his upbringings and his challenges in order to get into a good college. He graduated with a baccalaureate degree from Fordham University and obtained his Law degree from Brooklyn Law School. Ramirez further discussed his disappointment of not having a great mentor in his life to get him through his college years and also his professional career as he got older.
            Lunch with a leader Professional Development Workshop is offered through The City University of New York (CUNY), New York City College of Technology Professional Development center. The workshop is to give students an opportunity to meet with an entrepreneur and get to have a conversation about what is really like to work in a certain field. This gives students insight and knowledge on how to move forward to obtain or succeed in a professional environment. Ramirez had the opportunity to have a personal yet professional conversation with the students and also answer questions in order to give feedback, advice and opinions to help students get on track and not be so worried about the work force. As a professional who has worked in his field for many years, this gives students true perspective and first-hand advice. Ramirez obtained this by making students feel like they are not alone. Everyone goes through challenges but the moral is to never give up.
            Taking this workshop helped Hernandez add to her professional career. It gave Hernandez insight on a particular field that she is interested in but did not have much knowledge in. This professional development workshop also gave Hernandez hope because it inspired and motivated her to continue pursuing her dream so she can one day be able to be a leader and mentor to students or kids. In addition this workshop also looks appealing in Hernandez resume. By incorporating this workshop in her professional development section of her resume it gives an hiring manager an assumption that Ms. Hernandez is very interested in improving her professional skills and is interested in succeeding in the industry. Thus resulting in an a increase of possibly being hired for a job.
            In conclusion, the value of taking this professional development workshop course is to help students; such as Ms Hernandez with their professional skills and development. It gives students insight of a field and gives the opportunity for students to ask questions about the industry and obtain first-hand advice. Ramirez through his personal upbringings and his experience in college of not having a mentor to guide him to the right path gives one hope. This hope gives motivation to students to keep pursuing their dreams. Since students got the opportunity to see a real life example of someone who went through challenges, who conquered it all and is now a entertainment attorney who is a leader and mentor to college students. The value of this course is to improve ourselves as students in order to succeed as working class people.
