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Garment Analysis 

The type of garment that I choose is a tote bag I designed myself made from pieces of 

African tribal print fabric. This garment piece doesn't seem gendered as in this generation of 

fashion we tend to see men wearing tote bags now. You wear this garment over your shoulder 

and the physical dimension of it is 17.5 x 14 inches long x 1 inch depth . The material it's made 

out of is mostly cotton as most of the pieces of fabric I used is cotton but there are a few pieces 

that are cotton voile. There are no fiber compositions and the central colors are mostly orange 

and burgundy. The designs on this garment are mostly African tribal prints and solid colors. This 

garment has no labels because it's handmade. The various components of the garment are sewing 

thread and wadding. The size of this garment is 17.5 inch x 14 inch x 1 inch. The size of the 

garment is pretty wide so I think it emphasizes that it needs to be worn on the shoulder like any 

other tote bag. The materials on this garment are all sewed together and it doesn't have any 

closures (I do plan on adding some), there is also lining in this garment. This garment weighs, 

there is evidence of repairs and alterations to it since it was my first time sewing. There isn’t any 

fading of discoloration on this garment and there also aren't any types of labels on it.  
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REFLECTION 

 

What I noticed about the smell of this garment is that it smells like my guinea pigs since I 

have a lot of them in my room and they love touching my stuff. The garment is soft due to the 

wadding and the cotton material, it has no sound. This garment should feel different based on 

what's in it. If I were to put a heavier Item in this garment and wear it, it would feel different but 

not uncomfortable. There aren't any functional elements on this garment. I would assess the 

quality of construction as “okay” just because it can be better but for a first timer it’s okay. 

Through this garment I do feel like it expresses culture and nationality through the designs and 

prints I chose for it, I also feel like as much as it doesn’t seem to be gendered to me it screams 

“Strong Woman” the fabric pieces give me that type of feeling. I do have a sense of hope and joy 

when I look at this garment as I'm very proud of myself for making a functional tote bag and I'm 

also glad that I got to do it for the first time using designs and fabric pieces that represent my 

culture. There is no personal bias in my research; If I can find something similar to my garment 

then I feel like it tells me that it's a popular piece that is being made all over the world and people 

are making money off of it.  
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If I was to be working with old garments it would've told me that people were really 

stylish back then, because the prints of the garment are very old prints from africa so that tells 

me that africa has always been dressing and wearing these patterns. If my garment is new I think 

it would say that 2023 is a more modern and inclusive time for fashion, because as much as its 

african printed designs on the garment people wear these prints today on runways and in our 

everyday society. I feel like the garment would mean that they're strong, authentic and love their 

culture and history. I feel like the use-life of the garment determines how you wear it and take 

care of it, but it can last a lifetime under good care. To Fashion theorist I think that they will say 

that this garment is from the trickle across movement because since these fabric designs 

originated in africa and started to go around the world because more and more people started to 

appreciate where they come from the patterns and designs became more popular and it also 

because more popular to use these designs everywhere.  
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