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In fashion, certain moments transcend mere clothing to become cultural landmarks. Lil' 

Kim's bold attire at the 1999 MTV Video Music Awards is one such iconic moment. Her outfit 

was not just fabric; it was a statement, challenging norms and pushing the boundaries of 

self-expression. Her outfit's primary source reveals a story beyond its surface – a narrative of 

rebellion, empowerment, and cultural impact. This research explores the cultural forces that led 

to the creation of Lil' Kim's fearless fashion statement. We will uncover the more profound 

messages it conveys, the materials and design choices behind it, and the intended audience it 

seeks to captivate. In doing so, we aim to understand how this outfit encapsulates the cultural 

landscape of the late 20th century, where fashion was a powerful tool for challenging 

conventions and shaping discussions about identity, empowerment, and beauty. 
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 Kia, Kara. (2020, August 27) Popsugar.com “The Untold Fashion Story of Lil' Kim's Iconic 

Purple Pastie Jumpsuit From the 1999 MTV VMAs”  

https://www.popsugar.com/fashion/story-behind-lil-kim-purple-jumpsuit-at-mtv-vmas-47733218 

  

In this article, the author provides an in-depth look at the iconic and groundbreaking 

fashion moment when Lil' Kim wore her purple jumpsuit to the MTV Music Video Awards in 

1999. The article aims to shed light on the creative process and design behind the outfit, as well 

as the unexpected interaction between Lil' Kim and Diana Ross on the red carpet. By 

interviewing Lil' Kim's stylist, Misa Hylton, the author seeks to uncover the behind-the-scenes 

details of the outfit's creation, such as the materials used and the stylist's design choices. 

Furthermore, the article delves into the historical and cultural significance of Lil' Kim's outfit, 

emphasizing its influence on female rappers' representation and sexuality in the male-dominated 

world of hip-hop. The outfit challenged conventional norms, empowering female artists to 

embrace their femininity and individuality. The article also highlights the enduring impact of this 

fashion moment on contemporary artists and high-fashion houses. It celebrates the outfit's 

contribution to fashion history and its ongoing influence on the industry, from Nicki Minaj and 

Miley Cyrus to stars like Rihanna, all while showcasing the beauty and glamour of Lil' Kim's 

look through archival photos from the 1999 MTV VMAs. 
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 Conteh, Mankaprr. (2023, October 4​) Rollingstone.com “How Lil’ Kim’s Left Boob 

Symbolized a Shift in High Fashion” 

https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/lil-kim-fashion-killa-excerpt-1234837618/ 

 

In this article, the author explores the intersection of hip-hop culture and high fashion, 

focusing on transforming luxury fashion's perception in the hip-hop community. The article 

highlights the significant role that hip-hop and artists like Lil' Kim played in reshaping the 

fashion industry's perceptions of what was stylish and desirable. It discusses how Lil' Kim and 

other artists leveraged their style and influence to forge unique collaborations with fashion 

labels, ultimately breaking down racial and cultural barriers in the fashion world. 

This article is closely connected to the primary source, Lil' Kim's 1999 MTV VMA outfit, as it 

contextualizes the outfit within the hip-hop and fashion landscape of the late 1990s. It 

underscores Lil' Kim's impact in challenging societal norms and the traditional ideals of beauty, 

empowerment, and identity through her fashion choices. The article provides a backdrop for 

understanding the motivations behind Lil' Kim's provocative style and how it fits into the larger 

narrative of hip-hop's influence on high fashion. 
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 Orcutt, KC (2019, October 2) Revolt.tv “Each One, Teach One | Honoring the legacy of Lil’     

Kim” 

https://www.revolt.tv/article/2019-10-02/85419/each-one-teach-one-honoring-the-legacy-of-lil-ki

m/  

The author of this article reflects on Lil' Kim's impact on hip-hop and culture, 

emphasizing her significance as a trailblazer who challenged societal norms and double 

standards. The article explores the lessons that can be drawn from Lil' Kim's life and career, 

emphasizing the importance of attention to detail, self-expression, loyalty, vulnerability, and 

women supporting other women in the male-dominated hip-hop world. 

This article connects to Lil' Kim's 1999 MTV VMA outfit by providing a broader context for 

understanding the artist's influence on hip-hop culture and her fearless approach to 

self-expression. It highlights how Lil' Kim's fashion choices, lyrical content, and unapologetic 

attitude contributed to reshaping the hip-hop landscape and challenging traditional gender roles 

and expectations. The lessons from Lil' Kim's life and career apply to understanding the cultural 

impact of her iconic outfits. 
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Reddy, Karina  (2020, Sep 24) fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu “Fashion History Timeline (1990-1999)”  

https://fashionhistory.fitnyc.edu/1990-1999/  

This article provides a historical overview of fashion trends in the 1990s, covering both 

men's and women's fashion, as well as children's wear. It discusses how fashion evolved during 

that decade, moving towards a more casual and minimalist style after the glamorous and 

supermodel-driven fashion of the 1980s. The article touches upon various aspects of 1990s 

fashion, including the influence of grunge, the rise of supermodels, the impact of music genres 

like hip-hop and Britpop on fashion, and the prevalence of sportswear and casual styles. The 

article does not explicitly mention Lil Kim's VMAs 1999 look, but it provides a broader context 

of the fashion trends and influences of the 1990s, which could be relevant to understanding the 

fashion landscape during that time period. 
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https://andscape.com/features/in-the-history-of-hip-hop-fashion-theres-no-ignoring-lil-kim/  

 

The author of this article discusses Lil' Kim's profound influence on hip-hop fashion and 

style, highlighting her pioneering role in embracing a bold, sexy, and glamorous fashion persona. 

The article points out that the Fresh, Fly, and Fabulous exhibition on hip-hop fashion may need 

to adequately represent Lil' Kim's significant role in shaping women's fashion within the genre. 

The article focuses on Lil' Kim's impact on hip-hop fashion and how she changed the perception 

of female rappers by using her fashion choices to flaunt her femininity and sexuality. It also 

underlines Lil' Kim's collaboration with luxury designers and her trailblazing efforts in fashion. 

By providing historical context and discussing her fashion evolution, the article helps to 

understand the significance of Lil' Kim's image and style in her VMA 1999 look. 
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 Bobb, Brooke (2017, April 4) Vogue.com “Lil’ Kim Reviews the Most Scandalous Looks From 

the Fall Runways and Pitches Some Gucci Pasties, Too” 

https://www.vogue.com/article/fashion-runway-lil-kim-style-fall-2017-runway  

 

This article's author emphasizes Lil' Kim's significant and lasting influence on the world 

of fashion and entertainment. It acknowledges the passionate campaign to honor Lil' Kim with 

the CFDA Fashion Icon Award, recognizing her as a style provocateur and trendsetter who 

brought sex appeal to the male-dominated rap industry in the 1990s and beyond. The article 

underscores Lil' Kim's close relationships with renowned fashion designers and her role in 

breaking down barriers in hip-hop fashion, notably emphasizing her "chic gangster" style. It also 

mentions her confidence in her wardrobe choices and her intention to re-enter the fashion design 

world. This article connects to Lil Kim’s VMA 1999 outfit by highlighting Lil' Kim's enduring 

impact on the fashion and entertainment industries. It points out her ongoing relevance as a style 

icon, noting the emulation and acknowledgment of her influence by contemporary celebrities 

like Kylie Jenner. Her VMA 1999 look, which revolves around a petition and discussions related 

to Lil' Kim's potential CFDA Fashion Icon Award, underscores her iconic status in the fashion 

world, making her influence and legacy a prominent theme. 
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