
LEGAL TECH 
 Within the past decade, technology has become more advanced in almost every aspect of life. We use it to 

communicate. We use it for entertainment. Many people rely on it so much that they would not be able to sur-

vive without it. Now, technology is the new trend in the field of law. Lawyers, paralegals and other legal pro-

fessionals are using new technology to assist them in the office as well as out of the office. Being that I am 

currently in a paralegal internship and have been in many courtrooms, I have taken notice that almost every 

single attorney that I have seen carries an IPhone, IPad or some sort of tablet. The clerk's and other court em-

ployees are using new software that makes their lives a whole lot easier. That right there shows just how 

much the law field has changed within the matter of years. This is only the beginning. Technology will al-

ways become more advanced. It is only a matter of time before 

computers/technology take over everything. 

 

 Iphones, Ipads, and tablets have become a popular trend 

among attorneys and other legal professionals. There have been 

many apps that have been created to assist attorneys in many 

ways. Fastcase is an app that assists attorneys with their legal 

research wherever they go. Whether it is in the courtroom or at 

the office, this app is a must have, pocket legal research assis-

tant. There are a few apps that attorneys can use to take notes 

without having to have a pen and piece of paper. Penultimate, 

Evernote and TrialPad are three notable apps that are quite 

popular. All you have to do is write on the screen of your tablet, 

or phone with your finger or a stylus. With these apps, attor-

ney's no longer have to lug notepads or notebooks. In court, an attorney's client may not speak English good 

or at all. Yes, there is an app for that: iTranslate. This app allows attorneys to translate words and phrases 

into over 40 languages, whether it is Spanish, Chinese, or Italian. It can be quite useful. DropBox is an app 

used by millions of people that has been increasingly popular in the legal field. Attorneys can now upload, 

access and share important legal or non-legal documents and files. Of course, the list of apps can go on and 

on, and the list will continue to grow as time goes by. 

 

 Technology has made a major impact on social networking and advertising for attorneys. LinkedIn is a 

commonly used social networking site. It is one that allows professionals to connect with clients and other 

professionals. It also allows an attorney to market themselves, which is intended to possibly gain more clien-

tele. Websites are very important for law firms/corporations. They are another way to market themselves and 

tell people what they have done and what they can do for them. There are a few ways firms/corporations can 

advertise their company. They can put an ad in the newspaper or legal magazines. They can send a massive 

email. If a firm really wants to advertise themselves, they can just make a commercial.  

 

 Almost all law firms/corporations rely on technology to do what they have to do. Attorney's and paralegals 

use various types of software's on their computers. Westlaw and LexisNexis are two research databases used 

in a law office. They are not free but provide any legal professional with whatever case law, statutes (laws), 

and cases, whether if it is federal or state, they need. Then there are software's such as AmicusLaw, Perfect-

Law, and Clio among many others. These software's take care of the billing, case management, legal accout- 

The Advancement and Use of Legal Technology in the Legal Field  December 5th, 2014 



-ing aspect of the practice.   

 The way we communicate has been drastically effected by 

technology. Letters are still used but not nearly as much. 

Emails, text messages, blogs, and websites are the way attor-

ney's communicate with their clients, potential clients and 

colleagues. Using these types of communications can be 

risky when it comes to protecting important and confidential 

information, so attorney's must make sure the information is 

sent gets to the recipient securely. If confidential information 

is sent, received or looked at by someone other than the re-

cipient, there is an ethical breach of technology.  

 Of course, with this emerging technology, comes plenty 

of risks. Attorneys must make sure that the attorney-client 

confidentiality privilege stays intact. Confidential infor-

mation sent from the attorney to the client must be done so 

as securely as possible. To make sure that attorney's follow this, the 

ABA amended the Model Rules of Professional Conduct to make sure 

that there are rules regarding technology.  To sum up the new regula-

tions, attorneys must make sure that they communicate, if necessary, 

with their clients through the internet or email and protect the attorney

-client confidentiality, which is extremely important. One of the 

amended laws also says that attorneys must stay up to date with tech-

nology. I believe that these amended laws were necessary because we 

cannot hide the fact that technology is necessary and law offices can-

not function properly without it. 

 With all this being said, the legal field revolves around technology. 

Many different types of software's have been created to help every kind of legal professional. Whether its billing, 

scheduling, researching, or communications, technology has it covered. If technology is this good now, I can on-

ly imagine what it will be like in 5, 10 or 20 years. So, to all attorneys and other legal professionals out there. 

Technology is on the rise and is and will always be essential in the field of law. 
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