The Thesis 

The thesis controls the main idea or the goal of your paper. The thesis helps both the writer and the reader know where the paper is headed. Academic writing is not about surprise and mystery. Instead, academic writing aims for clear exposition, organization, and demonstration. Therefore, the main idea should not be buried at the end of your paper. The thesis may include a brief summary and a methodology, and therefore it may look like a thesis paragraph.

The best thesis is detailed and contains an argument. The following blueprint enables an argument:

While X, I think Y.

         Or

While Kershaw thinks X, Peukert thinks Y.

Note that the text or movie that you are writing about has either an explicit or implicit argument. Your paper has a different, but related, argument.

The best thesis is continually improved during the process of writing. Nobody knows what the conclusion will be until they reach the end of their own writing project. The reason for this is because new ideas rise up in the act of writing. Once you reach an interesting conclusion, you must go back and update the thesis to make sure it matches your findings. Nothing distresses a teacher like reading a fine thesis that has nothing to do with the examples or conclusion. Writing is recursive, that is, reciprocal. Each paragraph of your paper needs to sustain the argument that you stated in your thesis--don’t wander or add unnecessary information. The introduction of your paper must “talk to” the end of your paper. Revision and editing help you to consider the relationship between the different parts of your paper.

The best thesis is rarely just one sentence long. We recommend a methodology or a sentence that lists the specific steps that you will take in order to prove your argument.

The following website has some further information on writing and developing a thesis. The examples of good and bad thesis statements are particularly helpful.

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/thesis.html

Here are three thesis examples pertinent to the type of exams and essays for our class:

1. Leni’s movie is a blockbuster that wows the audience.

2. Leni Riefenstahl’s Triumph of the Will was a sensation because unlike Hollywood productions she had the backing of government funds and a personal connection with Hitler.

3. Leni Riefenstahl claims that she did nothing more than bear witness to Hitler’s arrival at Nuremburg in her 1935 documentary Triumph of the Will (1935), but Eric Rentschler questions the “naturalness” of the film. While Rentschler argues that nothing was left to chance in this documentary that sought to legitimize Hitler’s regime to the masses, I want to go farther and claim that Triumph of the Will has become the template by which we currently view American presidential candidates. In order to prove this, I will pay particular attention to Riefenstahl’s use of eye contact, cutting, and hand gestures.

