English Composition 1
Research Paper Assignment

[bookmark: _GoBack]For this assignment, you will transform your Persusive Essay into a Research Paper, by adding more evidence to your argument for a specific change to your higher education environment (City Tech).  

You can use your Persuasion Essay as a skeleton for this paper, including what you have written and your quotes/paraphrases from the two articles in our textbook, The Place Where We Dwell (Claudia Wallis and Sonja Steptoe’s “How to Bring Our Schools into the 21st Century” and Howard Gardner’s “Five Minds for the Future”).


So, what’s new?

Using City Tech’s OneSearch, you must find at least three additional sources that support your thesis for a specific change to your higher education environment. Your sources must come from periodicals (magazines, newspapers, journals) or books. You cannot use Wikipedia, Shmoop, personal blogs, or other nonacademic sources. 

Review your sources carefully. If you’re unsure about a source, try the CRAAP test[footnoteRef:1]. The CRAAP test was originally developed to help researchers evaluate web sources, but the criteria work equally well for both print and electronic materials: [1:  The CRAAP test was developed at the Meriam Library at California State University.] 


Currency: The timeliness of the information. 

Relevance/Coverage: The depth and importance of the information.

Authority: The source of the information.

Accuracy: The reliability of the information.

Purpose/Objectivity: The possible bias present in the information.


How do I integrate new sources with old?

Think about it this way:

You’re trying to persuade someone about your thesis over a cup of coffee. You’ve already mentioned your personal experience and backed it up by a reference or two to Steptoe and Wallis or Gardener, but the person you’re with isn’t quite convinced. Now’s the time to bring out more evidence, say, from The New York Times or The Chronicle of Higher Education.

In short, you’re adding to your original argument about higher education. This isn’t as easy as it sounds. Your argument will need to evolve as you add evidence. Don’t stick to ideas just because you found them helpful in the last assignment! More than likely, you will need to revise your thesis and original support paragraphs because of the new evidence. This is good—it shows you’re open to new ideas and are willing to reevaluate your argument. 



 
How do I get the best possible grade on this assignment?

Your Research Paper needs to include:
1. An opening paragraph introducing the topic and your thesis;
2. At least three distinct sections of support, each one offering one focused point of support for your thesis, being sure to use the MLA format for writing in-text citations;
3. Clear transitions between sections and clear transitions with paragraphs to show shifting ideas;
4. A concluding paragraph;
5. A Works Cited page that lists all the sources you quote or paraphrase from. How you will cite these sources varies on the source. Be sure to consult Rules of Thumb or Purdue OWL for assistance: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html.
6. The Research Paper must be at least 1,000 words (in addition to the Works Cited page), typed, and follow the formatting guidelines (see below). 

All typed work should be double-spaced, in 12-point, Times New Roman font, with 1” margins. The first page header should have the following information:

Name (First and Family Name)
Date
ENG 1101-DXXX
Research Paper
Word Count
Research Paper Title

Page numbering: Last name and page number in upper right corner on all pages except the first page.

Important Dates[footnoteRef:2] [2:  If you are absent on November 20 or December 11, you have until 11:59pm on THAT DATE to email a copy of the assignment. You must bring a hard copy to class or leave one in my mailbox in order to receive credit. I do not grade emailed Research Papers!] 


DUE Nov. 20: Completed Research Sources Worksheet and a typed list of your three NEW sources. This assignment is worth 100 points. 

DUE Dec. 2: Typed Research Paper and Works Cited page for peer review[footnoteRef:3]. This assignment is worth 40 points.  [3:  If you are absent on December 2 or December 9, you must find a friend or relative to peer review and/or proofread your paper. Bring a hard copy of the worksheet to class to receive credit.] 


DUE Dec. 9: Revised Research Paper and Works Cited page for proofreading. This assignment is worth 60 points. 

DUE Dec. 11: Final draft of Research Paper and Works Cited page. This assignment is worth 100 points. 
