English Composition 1
Essay #2
Cause and Effect Essay

In class, we have read (or will read) three pieces that clearly talk about cause and effect.

· Brian Paul’s “Affordable Housing Policies May Spur Gentrification, Segregation,” which highlights gentrification in Brooklyn.
· Mark Naison’s “From Doo Wop to Hip Hop: The Bittersweet Odyssey of African-Americans in the South Bronx,” which shows how a neighborhood changed over the years.
· Margaret Morton’s “The Homeless,” which describes communities among the homeless in New York City.

Please read this entire document carefully.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have questions, ask me NOW, not 11PM the night before it’s due!

For this assignment, you must choose ONE of the following options. 
 
1. You will discuss a particular experience you (or friends/family) have had with the effects of gentrification in New York City. This experience can be positive or negative. Your thesis should argue for one specific change (cause) that would positively benefit you and/or other New Yorkers (effect). 

You must include a brief summary of Paul’s essay in the first paragraph (2-3 sentences) in addition to directly quoting or paraphrasing the text at least three times in the body paragraphs.  

This essay will be written in class and needs to be at least 500 words.

· If you choose Option 1, go to OpenLab (https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/groups/eng1101-english-composition-1-fa2019-mw/files/) and download Cause & Effect Essay Planning Sheet A.

2. You will interview a neighbor or family member who has lived for a long time (10+ years) in your neighborhood. 

Interview questions should include: 

· The borough and neighborhood they live in currently
· How long the individual has lived in the neighborhood
· How the neighborhood changed over time
· Any other questions you think are important to give a clear picture of the neighborhood and/or the individual
· Whether they think it is better, worse, or the same (effect)
· Why they think it has improved/gotten worse (cause)

Your thesis should state how your neighbor or family member believes the neighborhood has changed (effect) and what changed it (cause).

You must include a brief biography of the person you interview in the introduction (2-3 sentences) in addition to directly quoting or paraphrasing their responses at least three times in the body paragraphs. You can either audio record or take notes during the interview.

The interview must be completed by October 16 (in order to have it ready for the in-class writing session). The essay needs to be 500 words.

· If you choose Option 2, go to OpenLab (https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/groups/eng1101-english-composition-1-fa2019-mw/files/) and download Cause & Effect Essay Planning Sheet B.

3. You will discuss direct encounters you have had with the homeless in New York City. This experience can be positive or negative. Your thesis should argue for one specific change (cause) that would positively benefit the homeless population (effect). 

You must include a brief summary of Morton’s essay in the first paragraph (2-3 sentences) in addition to directly quoting or paraphrasing the text at least three times in the body paragraphs.

The essay will be written in class and needs to be at least 500 words.

· If you choose Option 3, go to OpenLab (https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/groups/eng1101-english-composition-1-fa2019-mw/files/) and download Cause & Effect Essay Planning Sheet A.


EACH OF THESE ESSAYS NEED TO HAVE PROPER MLA CITATION!

Consult Rules of Thumb (pp. 139-153)

OR 

go to Purdue OWL (https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html)

for examples of in-text citation!
