ENG1121
How Do We Know What We Know about What Happened?
Point of View





Define “Point of View”


First Person 

There are different versions of this point of view…

Example #1:
One of my earliest memories starts with me sobbing. I refused to be soothed no matter what Mom and Dad tried. 
Dad gave up and left the bedroom, but Mom took me into the kitchen and sat me down at the breakfast table. 
“Kan, kan.” Look, look, she said, as she pulled a sheet of wrapping paper from on top of the fridge. For years, Mom carefully sliced open the wrappings around Christmas gifts and saved them on top of the fridge in a thick stack. 
She set the paper down, plain side facing up, and began to fold it. I stopped crying and watched her, curious. 
She turned the paper over and folded it again. She pleated, packed, tucked, rolled, and twisted until the paper disappeared between her cupped hands. Then she lifted the folded-up paper packet to her mouth and blew into it, like a balloon. 
“Kan,” she said. “Laohu.” Look, a tiger. She put her hands down on the table and let go. A little paper tiger stood on the table, the size of two fists placed together. The skin of the tiger was the pattern on the wrapping paper, white background with red candy canes and green Christmas trees.

1. How would you describe the language used in this passage?

2. What is the present age of the narrator? (Hint: Are they sharing the story right when it happens, or later on?) Support your answer.

Example #2:
I shouldn’t have come to this party. 
I’m not even sure I belong at this party. That’s not on some bougie shit, either. There are just some places where it’s not enough to be me. Either version of me. Big D’s spring break party is one of those places. 
I squeeze through sweaty bodies and follow Kenya, her curls bouncing past her shoulders. A haze lingers over the room, smelling like weed, and music rattles the floor. Some rapper calls out for everybody to Nae-Nae, followed by a bunch of “Heys” as people launch into their own versions. Kenya holds up her cup and dances her way through the crowd. Between the headache from the loud-ass music and the nausea from the weed odor, I’ll be amazed if I cross the room without spilling my drink.

1. How would you describe the language used in this passage?

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]What is the present age of the narrator? (Hint: Are they sharing the story right when it happens, or later on?) Support your answer.
3. Define “First Person” based on these examples.

Reliable vs. Unreliable Narrator

1. Do you feel the previous narrators are reliable or unreliable? Why or why not?

2. Think about our past reading assignments. Is the first-person narrator (Watson) in “A Scandal in Bohemia” reliable or unreliable? How about the first-person narrator (Mama) in “Everyday Use”? Support your answers.


Third Person 

There are different versions of this point of view as well…

Example #1:
When she arrived at the corner he wasn’t there. She stood against the building, trying to arrange her body in the least repulsive configuration possible. Her discomfort mounted. She crossed the street and stood on the corner. It seemed as though everyone who walked by was eating. A large, distracted businessman went by holding a half-eaten hot dog. Two girls passed, sharing cashews from a white bag.  The eating added to her sense that the world was disorderly and unbeautiful. 

1. How is this passage similar to the previous first-person examples?

2. How is it different? 

Example #2:
     Mr. Graves opened the slip of paper and there was a general sigh through the crowd as he held it up and everyone could see that it was blank. Nancy and Bill Jr. opened theirs at the same time, and both beamed and laughed, turning around to the crowd and holding their slips of papers above their heads. 
     “Tessie,” Mr. Summers said. There was a pause, and then Mr. Summers looked at Bill Hutchinson, and Bill unfolded his paper and showed it.  It was blank. 
     “It’s Tessie,” Mr. Summers said, and his voice was hushed. “Show us her paper, Bill.” 
Bill Hutchinson went over to his wife and forced the slip of paper out of her hand. It had a black spot on it, the black spot.

1. How is this passage different from the previous third-person example?

2. Define “Third Person” based on these examples.


This worksheet is adapted from Gotham Writers’ Workshop, Fiction Writing 1 and The Literary Experience, Ch. 4: Point of View. Examples are from the fiction of Ken Liu, Angie Thomas, Mary Gaitskill, and Shirley Jackson.


