WORK, LANGUAGE, AND IDENTITY
New York City College of Technology, CUNY, Fall 2018
Professor: Dr. Carrie Hall

English 1101-391 			
MW 2:30-3:45 Pearl 503
M 4:00-4:50 Midway 404

email: chall@citytech.cuny.edu	Office: Namm 525	Office Hours: Weds 4-5 or by appt. 
course website: https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/groups/work-language-and-identity/ 

Hello and welcome to 1101. This class is here to help you figure out what language is “best for the job,” whatever the job you’re trying to do might be. With this in mind, we’re going to look at the kind of language you use in your out-of-school  lives, the kind of language you use in your fields, and the kind of language that gets used in academia, and, when we can, we’ll look at how those decisions about language get made. We’re going to do research about the world outside ourselves and write about the world inside ourselves, and we’re going to learn about each other.
In this course we’ll look at writing, published work and the writing of you and your peers for the choices that authors make and the effects those choices have on readers.  Then we’ll try some of the strategies from other people’s work in our own writing. I ask that you be flexible, that you take risks, that you try things you’ve never tried before, even if you don’t know that you’ll be able to use your new tools well. And I expect you to learn, not only from other authors’ writing, but from your own—because writing is a way of thinking.  Rarely do we know what we’re going to write until we’ve written it. If I could have one wish for every student in this class it would be that you surprise yourselves with the work you do here.
OPEN LAB: There are no textbooks for this course. All texts will be distributed by me or will be found on the Open Lab site for this course, to which you should’ve all been invited via your CityTech email. (https://openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/groups/work-language-and-identity/) Make sure you can get on to the Lab TODAY. If you are having problems, please contact me. You need to print out all articles in time  for class—and bring them to class. Printing is free for you, so this should not be a problem. If there is some reason that you NEED to use a computer or E-reader to read texts, come see me or send me an email. 
COMP BOOKS, IN-CLASS WRITING AND HOMEWORK: Today I will give everyone a Composition Book. We’ll use these in classes to do exercises and writing experiments and sometimes to do writing at home. You should bring them to class every time we meet. These are yours. Please feel free to decorate them in any way you’d like—and feel free to write anything (in addition to the assigned writings) in them you’d like—I’ll read it all, unless it’s derogatory to those of us class—or others. If you’d like to keep something private (aside from assignments) you can fold the page over and write “private” and I will not read it. I promise. Please come see me if you NEED to use a computer for writing. Note: if you just don’t like writing by hand, I’m going to ask you to give this a shot for a while (I have my reasons, I swear.) 
Homework is due at the beginning of class, though I don’t always collect it then. You can wait for me to ask for it. I do not accept late homework. This isn’t because I’m a jerk, but because I assign homework to build upon the class discussion. If you haven’t done it, you miss the point! Keep in mind that homework is figured into your unit grade (and therefore into your portfolio grade, see below.)   
Final essays will be uploaded to the course website BEFORE the beginning of class on the day they are due. 
GRADING: This class is graded largely on a portfolio basis. This means that you will get a grade for each of the three major units in the course, but if you show significant improvement (or significant decline) in the quality of your work throughout the semester, your grade will improve to reflect that improvement. In other words, you could start out with a D, and end up with an A if your papers keep getting better and better (it’s happened!) Unfortunately, this can also go the other way around if you really drop the ball—but it’s highly unlikely, if you keep doing the work. I realize this can be a little bewildering, so if you feel lost about how you’re doing, make a meeting with me, and we can talk about it. I will also give everyone a midterm grade. 
Each unit grade will include the final paper, but also all of the work leading up to that paper.  This includes all in class writing (which will be done in the notebooks) and all homework. I will collect notebooks for every unit, and sometimes in between units. 
CUNY requires every student to take a final exam in 1101, which I do not write. You must pass this exam to pass the class. Because of the high-stakes nature of the exam, we also do a midterm in-class exam in order that we can practice in-class writing and talk about strategies for this kind of work. Don’t worry. You’ll do fine.
Please note: absolutely no make-up exams will be given unless the absence is an excused absence. Be there.
In summary, in this class, you will write: Three papers, two of which you’ll revise (you choose which two) and you will do two in-class essay exams. It’s a lot of writing, and it will be worth it!
The grading breaks down as follows:
Final Portfolio: 70% 
Midterm Exam: 10% 
Final Exam: 10%
Participation: 10%

If you appear to be in danger of failing at the midterm due to poor performance, lack of attendance, or because you have not turned in multiple assignments, you will need to meet with both myself and the chair of the department in order that we can develop a plan for you to succesfully complete the course. 
Sept 16 is the last day to drop with a W grade.  
PARTICIPATION: Participation is a big part of your grade—it could bring you up or down a full letter. But there are many ways to participate. If you’re shy, you can participate in small group work or in writing more, or even by being an active listener. 
Excessive lateness is disruptive to the class and will affect your participation grade. 
Cell phone use in class is annoying and disruptive to your learning, your colleagues’ learning and to me. Believe me when I tell you, I can ALWAYS see it! Phones should be on silent and away unless otherwise indicated. Cell phone use in class will affect your participation grade. 
ATTENDANCE: I can tell you honestly that I’ve never had a student do well in a class like this who’s missed more than four or so classes. This isn’t because of an arbitrary attendance rule, this is because writing is a community endeavor—and we’re forming a community of writers. You learn from each other and you learn from the work we do here. You will fail the attendance portion of your grade if you miss more than five classes. EACH CLASS COUNTS (meaning, if you miss the conference hour, that counts as a full absence.)
If you show up to class on rough draft day without a rough draft, you will be marked as absent. 
PLAGIARISM: There are a lot of nuances here, but you will get in trouble in this class if you take someone else’s writing and try to pass it off as your own. We’ll talk more about proper quotation and citation as the course goes on, but the main point is: don’t pretend you wrote something you did not.

City Tech Statement on Academic Integrity: “Students and all others who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions, and other intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and at New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete text of the College policy on Academic Integrity may be found in the catalog.” 

For further information about plagiarism, cheating and academic integrity see pages 90-92 of the City Tech student handbook available online at http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/students 


COME TALK TO ME ABOUT: What you’ve read here is a long list of rules, regulations and explanations. Sometimes it can sound overwhelming. I assure you, I am not an unreasonable person—I have reasons for every little policy. Come talk to me if you are confused about anything, if you are having a hard time reading the texts, knowing what plagiarism is, with someone in class, with group work, with me, whatever. Come talk to me if you’re excited! If you want to know more about writing opportunities. Come talk to me (or email me) if you have a disability or a difficulty (diagnosed or undiagnosed) that means you need to do things a different way than I’ve asked you to do things here or as the class progresses. You do NOT have to tell me anything private you don’t want to—but if you need to sit near a door or in a corner to feel comfortable, or close to me so you can hear better or anything like that, you will have to express what those needs are. I won’t pry—and I totally get it. 
Please, though—especially if you’ve missed class—make sure you’ve checked the website and checked with another classmate before you contact me. Don’t email me after missing class and say “did we do anything important?” Don’t email me to ask what the homework is unless you’ve asked a classmate and checked the website first. What I’m trying to say is: I’m extremely happy to answer any informed questions, but just like you, I’m a busy person. Please respect my time and I’ll respect yours. 
IMPORTANT DATES: Following are the major deadlines for this course. These are subject to change, but I do my best to keep them more or less intact. You will have other homework, of course, but these are the big deadlines. 
Sept 17: Rough Draft Due Essay One
Sept 24: UNIT ONE DUE 
Sept 26: IN-CLASS ESSAY ONE—EXAM 
Oct 17: Rough Draft Essay two due
Oct 22:  UNIT TWO DUE
Oct 24-Oct 30: Conferences about revision. Mandatory.
Oct 31: REVISION ONE DUE
Nov 28: UNIT THREE DUE 
Dec 5: REVISION TWO DUE 
DEC 10: Last day of class
FINAL EXAM TBD (It will be between Dec 14-20)
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