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Compare/Contrast Essay Submission Guidelines
ENG 2001 E221
Fall 2018


Title your paper. The title should just be: Comparing and Contrasting (story title and author name) and (story title and author name). For example: 

Comparing and Contrasting “Battle Royal” by Ralph Ellison and “Bartleby the Scrivener” by Herman Melville

Use 12-point Times New Roman font.

Double-space your work.

Indent the first sentence of each new paragraph.

Format your work according to MLA guidelines – this includes necessary information on page 1, proper page numbering (and make sure the page numbering is Times New Roman), and the Works Cited page. Consult Purdue OWL for details. Google ‘MLA essay format sample.’

Do not write this paper in the first person. This paper is not about you, your feelings, or your how these stories make you think of events from your own life. Do not use “I,” “we,” “us” anywhere in the paper. Do not offer opinions, offer analysis.

You must write this paper using either a point-by-point or subject-by-subject structure. Not a little of both, one or the other.

Do not use overly casual language or colloquialisms. Think professionally, write professionally.

Use transitional words and phrases. You must offer more than a list of information. Use transitional words and phrases to ensure that you are offering an essay with a sense of progression and development.

Write paragraphs 5-7 sentences in length. This includes your introduction and conclusion.

Start each body paragraph with a clear topic sentence. Focus on sentence-by-sentence progression to develop these points throughout the paragraph.

Write the introduction and conclusion in the way I instructed, covering the points I enumerated for you.

Use a signal phrase every time you use a direct quote.

Use a parenthetical citation every time you paraphrase or use a direct quote.

You are required to have a minimum of five critical sources, two of which are from peer-reviewed journals. You must also list the two stories you used for the essay on the Works Cited page, but they do not count toward the required sources minimum.

The paper must be a minimum length of five full pages, a maximum of seven full pages. The Works Cited page does not count as one of these pages.

Proofread your work before submitting; points will be taken off for misspellings, mangled syntax, typos, etc.


When submitting:

Consult the syllabus and email me properly. This means having proper info in your subject line, in the body of the email, and a properly name title for your submission.

Submit your work as a downloadable Word file, attached to your email. No shared files, Google Drive files, pdfs, etc.

Along with your submissions, send me copies of the short stories you’ve used for the compare/contrast essay. You can either send them as pdfs, or if they are online, as links in the email.

The paper is due Thursday, 10/25 by 11:59 pm. If you do not follow the above criteria for submission, I will ask you to resend, the paper will be considered late, and you’ll receive a full letter grade reduction. Don't wait until the last minute – double-check everything before submitting, and don’t lose points because of easily avoided mistakes.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Again, I’m not expecting perfection. But, I am expecting you to follow instructions, use the work we’ve done in class for the past two months as guidelines for analyses, and to offer the most substantial analysis you can in clear, objective language.
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