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Homosexuality: Genetics or Choice
Several writers such as Siddhartha Mukherjee, Dean Byrd, James O’Keefe, and D. Gelman have put forth what they consider to be the cause of homosexuality. Though none of them have provided conclusive evidence of the cause of homosexuality, they have provided thought provoking theories and research that have resulted in vigorous debates for and against several opinions.
	Many studies have been undertaken to figure out what causes homosexuality. Some scientist and researchers clearly believe that there is a genetic component to the discussion of homosexuality. They believed those homosexuals are born that way. Simon Levay looked at the brains of 41 cadavers, including 19 homosexuals’ males and determined that a tiny area believed to control sexual activity was less than half the size in gay men than in heterosexuals. However, the study did not conclude that this was the specific cause, but it offered a genetic reason for homosexuality. There are however, others who believed that genetics is not the only answer. They believe that there is something in the environment that causes some men to become homosexuals; that sexual preference was acquired, not inborn. They are of the belief that men with homosexual attraction can be changed or cured; and that they should be given the opportunity through therapy to change their behavior.
Homosexuality has been a topic of fascination, ridicule, hostility and affection throughout human history. There have been scientific studies to determine whether homosexuality was caused by a single or cluster of genes inherited by a homosexual individual. None of the studies have been conclusive in identifying a genetic basis for being homosexual. This has led to the beliefs by some scientists, researchers, psychologists, and psychoanalysts that there is an environmental component to the issue of homosexuality. Those who believe this seems to think that homosexuality could be best explained by “temperamental and personality traits interact with the familial and social milieu as the individual’s sexuality emerges” (Byne and Parsons, 1993; Friedman and Downey, 1993). And that homosexuality is not fixed, but could be changed through therapy. The individual who experiences homosexuality have a right to treatment at reducing those attractions (Byrd, Cox, and Robinson, The Innate-Immutable Argument Finds No Basis in Science, Salt Lake Tribune, 2001).
	Gender, Sexual preference, and other human traits and experiences are all shaped by a person’s inherited genes. Since the 1950s several studies have tried to explain the reasons why some individuals have the tendency to be homosexuals. In the 1950s, the dominant theory among psychiatrists was the sexual preference was acquired, not in born. However, later studies on twins by Dean Hamer, Michael bailey, and Thomas Bouchard have produced evidence that certain genes have influenced the behaviors of twins even when raised apart. Thought the exact gene has not been identified, but there is clear evidence that one’s inherited gene play a significant role in one’s predisposition to certain sexual orientation and lifestyle.
	I am of the opinion that homosexuality is a very complex human behavior that is the result of a person’s genetic makeup. Many scientific studies have attempted to locate a specific gene or several genes that are the cause of someone become a homosexual, but the results have not provided definitive answers. However, I do believe that there is strong case for a genetic basis for homosexuality. No person who’s a homosexual would choose to become one given the amount hostilities and abandonment they would face in society at large. In the modern world that we live in, many countries and societies have not accepted homosexuals as part of society. But, there are still many who do not and consider homosexuals to be abnormal. And homosexuals would not willfully choose to be one, knowing that there are those who do not accept them. A person’s choice or predisposition must be based on their genetic makeup. I firmly believe that further scientific studies will one day point to a genetic cause. Additionally, society places strong emphasis on how men and women should behave. In the case of Edward Louis as he wrote in his autobiography, The End of Eddy, his mannerisms and effeminate behaviors just came naturally from since his early childhood. His parents saw this as an abnormality and often referred to him as being strange. They sought to change his behavior and even encouraged him to play soccer to toughen him up. In the end, none of it worked. He was born with those qualities. 







																													

	

