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                                            Is Homosexuality Genetically Determined?


         There have been people arguing and debating whether the genes or environmental influence

causes homosexuality these past decades. The articles “Pas de Deux of Sexuality Is Written in the

Genes” by Nicholas Wade, “Homosexuality: Born or Bred?” by Newsweek Staff, “Everything you 

need to know about being gay in Muslim countries” by Brian Whitaker and finally “The Last Mile” 

a chapter of a book “The Gene” by Siddhartha Mukherjee are talking about homosexuality from

different perspectives and the studies made showing how it can be genetic somehow. Homosexuality
 
is biologically determined for the following reasons: The twin studies that show a twin is gay the

other twin has 52% chance to be gay too, besides Le Vay’s studies of difference in neuron size

between gay and straight men in their brain, and Dean Hamer’s discovery of a location for a gay

gene in the X chromosome.

        In the article “Pas de Deux of Sexuality Is Written in the Genes”; Helen Fisher the  

 anthropologist claims that homosexuality is genetic because the sexual behavior comes first from 

the brain that motivate the person to attract and seek their partners saying “ Three primary brain 

systems have evolved to direct reproductive behavior. One is the sex drive that motivates people to 

seek partners. Second is a program for romantic attraction that makes people fixate on specific 

partners. Third is a mechanism for long-term attachment that induces people to stay together long 

enough to complete their parental duties”(3). There is an area in the brain that activates when the

person see his lover. Furthermore, there are findings that claim that homosexuality is initiated 

caused in the womb because of the antibodies that the mother takes affecting the immune response 

during pregnancy. Even though being homosexual is primary genetic, some societies still punish gay 

people as they are making an evil choice.

          “Everything you need to know about being gay in Muslim countries” by Brian Whitaker 

there are some points that I disagree about which is treating gay people like they’re doing a crime by 

putting them in jail , treating them differently , and being punished illegally. Despite Muslim and 

Christian religions have a strong condemnation for gay people, they must be treated equally like the 

rest of the people and not being persecuted by the people. Scientists have began to research how 

homosexuality is genetically determined.


       “Homosexuality: Born Or Bred” article, Simon Le Vay’s claim that there is something called 

INAH 3 in the brain that determines the sexual orientation and differentiates between gay and 

straight people , however, it’s not strongly supported when it appears if it’s since birth or it appeared 

in other time that explains “ The INAH 3 is less likely to be the sole gay nucleus of the brain than a 

part of a chain of nuclei engaged in men and women’s sexual behavior . Since I looked at adults 

brains , we don’t know if the differences I found were there at birth , or if they appeared later”(2). 

Despite the scientists findings, some people think it’s only because of the environmental influence.  

Another scientific researcher Dean Hamer has also researched the genetics of being gay.

     In The Last Mile Dean Hamer studies on 114 families to find out if homosexuality is a gene in 

the DNA or not “ The role of genetics in male sexual orientation was investigated by pedigree and 

linkage analysis on 114 families of homosexual men. The goal of our work to determine whether or 

not sexual orientation is genetically influenced. We used the standard techniques of modern human 

genetics, namely pedigree analysis and family DNA linkage.”(375 Mukherejee). Hamer found out 

that the gay gene in the X chromosome when it is being stretched known as Xq28 “Hamer found 

that thirty-three brothers shared a small stretch of the X chromosome called Xq28”(377 

Mukherejee). In addition to the story mentioned in The Gene that there was a twins separated since 

birth and being adopted both from totally different families and after many years they met in a gay 

bar by accident that shows that both are gay genetically not because of environmental influence. 

      In spite of the fact science hasn’t found all the answers, that doesn’t mean will not be 

explained further and supported in the future. All these studies indicate that it is genetic and the

person can’t control it as there is a neuron in the brain tat indicate the sexual orientation and a gene 

in the X chromosome that comes from the mother not only environmental influence. Keep in 

consideration the story of the separated twins that met in a gay bar even though they’re both were in 

a different environment and people but at the end they’re the same sexual orientation.
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