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The Purloined Letter is the short story that I read for this assignment. It was actually very much similar to the short film. It starts off with a mysterious letter being sent to the Royal Lady from S-. Like the film, the short story had some interesting moments as well as different from the film. In the short story, the letter, which contains information that is private and meant for a particular party is irresponsibly set down in a place that makes it easy to be obtained by anyone that is interested. The letter becomes stolen by Dupin who replaces it with an identical letter with no important information. I actually would not change the way this story begins because that was a great way to begin the plot of the story in my opinion. This is what gets the story going; any other way probably wouldn’t have as much of an impact. 
After stealing the letter that he knows contains valuable information, he begins to blackmail the queen with political wishes that would benefit him. The queen, knowing The Minister D- figured that he would keep the letter on him or in his home. Knowing this she tells Monsieur G- what her assumption is. Monsieur G- makes his moves to go search D-‘s home for the letter for three months every night with no success in finding the letter. 
I feel that this would be a slight more mysterious if Monsieur G- went to The Minister   D‘s house and placed a small camera around his home to basically spy on him. Eventually they would see him with the letter or they would see him put the letter in a place when he isn’t home or is just putting it away and they would know when he isn’t home to go retrieve the letter and it would save them time because they would already know where to find it. That is how I would switch this scene up.
Dupin decides that he needs more details and asks Monsieur G- to intensely describe the details of the letter to him. He wanted to know the details of the letter from inside out to fully get an idea of the situation. After he takes in this information, Monsieur G- leaves and Dupin goes back to continue to look again for the mysterious letter. He comes back a month later to further search, but yet again no luck. At this point, he is becoming extremely frustrated and decides to offer 50,000 francs to whoever finds the letter. 
In this part of the story what I would do to change it is I would set up a situation where I would hire someone to scheme him. I would put him in a situation where someone could manipulate him enough to remove the article of clothing that the letter would be in and have them bring it to the character that needs it; which in this case that person would be The Royal Lady. 
Dupin eventually finds the letter and explains how he found it. He goes on to explain that Minister D- would not know where Monsieur G would search for the letter; because of that, he says how Minister D- probably intended to put the letter in the open where Monsieur G- would think to look. 
I would change this part of the story by making it a little more complicated to find the letter. I say that because leaving the letter out in the open I feel would be too obvious. I feel it should have still some sort of mystery coming into this aspect of the story. 
In the end of the story Monsieur G- goes over to Minister D-‘s house disguised in green glasses. He sees the letter that is disguised as another letter that is disguised in a box hanging from the fireplace. He returns the next day with a copy of the disguised letter. Dupin comes up with a plan to swap the letter with the original one by creating a distraction in the street so that what he was doing wouldn’t be noticed by anyone. Finally when the letter was revealed at the end, it was revealed that Dupin wrote a snide note on the onside that gloated about him outsmarting Minister D-.    


