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Does Not Meet Expectations Almost Meets Expectations Meets Expectations Exceeds Expectations
Thoroughness 50% or less of assignment is 

complete; major questions are 
left unanswered

75% of assignment is complete 
OR assignment is complete, but 
does not completely explore the 
question

assignment is completed; 
solution meets all project 
requirements; all major 
questions answered

solution meets all project 
requirements and includes 
thoughts on reasonable 
alternatives; all major and minor 
questions answered

Appropriateness solution is way under or way 
over budget; fails to account for 
major conditions

solution does not match project 
parameters (either too 
expensive or too far under 
budget); solution fails to account 
for some minor conditions

solution matches project 
parameters

Communication major pieces of information are 
missing; solution to problem is 
not explained in any way

all necessary information is 
included, but it is difficult to find 
or read; clear presentations, but 
with some missing elements

Solution is presented clearly; all 
necessary sketches, calculations, 
and written descriptions are 
present and legible

descriptive elements are all 
present AND organized in 
meaningful way; sketches are 
particularly detailed

Problem Definition Problem definition is missing or 
wildly inaccurate

The main idea of the problem is  
identified, but not clearly 
defined. Some implications of 
the problem are misunderstood.

The main idea of the problem is 
correctly defined. 

The main idea of the problem is 
correctly defined in a detailed 
and nuanced way.

Aesthetics solution and presentation are so 
messy as to be unusable

solution and presentation are 
functional but sloppy

solution and presentation are 
clean and efficient; solution to 
problem OR presentation of 
information is particularly 
elegant, or innovative

solution to problem AND 
presentation of information is 
particularly elegant, efficient, or 
innovative
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