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                                                                 LAW 4900 SENIOR LEGAL SEMINAR

Room: N 622






    Office Number: (718) 260-5124

Prof. Espinoza                       




      Jespinoza@citytech.cuny.edu

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

The course is available to students in the last semester of their baccalaureate coursework. It requires students to utilize all of the substantive legal knowledge and practical legal research skills they have acquired to produce a significant, scholarly paper on a legal topic. Students will receive an intense review of legal research techniques and legal ethics which are helpful to them before entry into the legal job market. In addition, lectures, discussions and guest speakers will concentrate on a different substantive area of law each semester.

PREREQUISITES 



LAW 4800 or LAW 4801
TEXTS
You do NOT have to purchase any textbooks for this course.  You will be required to download some material from the Internet in lieu of a textbook.

TERM ASSIGNMENTS

1.   Comprehensive scholarly research paper on a pre-approved legal topic.
2.   Everyone is expected to participate in class discussion. This will require that all reading be done prior to        class.  Failure to be prepared will affect your final grade.

3.  Written assignments must be typed; 1 inch margins, 12 pt font and 1.5 line spacing.
4.  Written instructions will be provided for research paper and other assignments.

5.  Oral presentations of pre- selected Supreme Court cases.
Students are required to keep copies of all papers submitted. In the event a paper is lost before the grade is recorded, the student will be expected to produce a copy of the paper
ASSESSMENT OF COURSE GRADE
The course grade will be determined pursuant to an accumulated point grading system.  Students will earn points according to the schedule below.  Please note that there will be “extra credit” given for those students that pass (70 +) the CP or Notary Public exams.   Students are responsible for keeping track of their work and points earned, in the event of a discrepancy with the instructors’ records students will provide evidence of same to the instructor.


Research Paper
40 pts.

Oral Presentation of paper
10 pts.

In class presentation
10 pts.
 
Homework & Other Assignments
40 pts.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Relate and recall the New York Lawyer's Code of Professional Responsibility including the ethical rules concerning advertising. solicitation,  confidentiality, conflicts of interest. competence, zealous representation, the appearance of professional impropriety and the parameters of the unauthorized practice of law.
2.
Be able to identify typical ethical problems that arise in the legal profession and know what to do should such problems arise.

4.
Relate the structure of the Federal court system including US District Courts, US Courts of Appeal and the US Supreme Court.

5.    Relate the structure and subject matter jurisdiction of each of the New York State courts including  
Supreme, Family, Surrogate's, County, District. NYC Civil, NYC Criminal, City, Town. Village, 
Court of Claims, Appellate Term. Appellate Division and Court of Appeals.

6.
Demonstrate critical reading skills, logical analysis and writing to relate comprehension of topics.
7.
Develop and generate a research paper synthesizing case law, statutes, rules and regulations. 
8.    Illustrate proper usage of legal terminology in writing and speaking.

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

1. Draft resume and cover letter from New York Law Journal and classified advertisements.
2. Be able to locate cases utilizing the law library and electronic means.

3. Be able to explain and distinguish cases by utilizing legal writing methodology.

4. Oral presentation and discussion of substantive cases.
5. Comprehension of ethical rules utilizing in-class scenarios.

6.
Master assessments of substantive and procedural subject matter.

ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION

This course requires extensive use of black board within the coursework.  All assignments will be posted on black board, including homework, group assignments, drafting assignments and general course announcements.  It is the students’ responsibility to check on a weekly basis for assignments to be done before class.  It is also the students’ obligation to inform the instructor of any situations such as illness, injury or family emergency  that effect the students’ ability to complete the assignments or exams on time.  NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS ACCEPTED OR MAKE UP EXAMINATIONS WILL BE GIVEN, unless approved by the instructor.

The student is responsible for completing the assignment in the format the instructor indicates.  NO HANDWRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  It is the students’ responsibility to provide the instructor a hard copy of the assignment in class in a timely manner.  Students are to keep a copy of the assignment for their own reference. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Students and all others who work with information, ideas, texts, images, music, inventions, and other intellectual property owe their audience and sources accuracy and honesty in using, crediting, and citing sources. As a community of intellectual and professional workers, the College recognizes its responsibility for providing instruction in information literacy and academic integrity, offering models of good practice, and responding vigilantly and appropriately to infractions of academic integrity. Accordingly, academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and at New York City College of Technology and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion. The complete text of the College policy on Academic Integrity may be found in the catalog. PLEASE SEE CHANGES TO THE COLLEGE’S POLICY AT: http://www.citytech.cuny.edu/aboutus/docs/policies/CUNY_ACADEMIC_INTEGRITY_6-2011.pdf
Plagiarism in this course will result in a failing grade for the assignment.

COURSE OUTLINE

Week



                               TOPIC                                              Activity         

 1                                 American Legal System    
                      Syllabus Review









           CP/Notary Exam Review

 2                                NYS and Federal Court System             
Review criterion for jeopardy 







           game. Rubric on openlab
 3



Court System 

          Group exchange/play of template  

  







          Post comments on openlab blog






          review comments of LAW 1103
 4                            Judgment and Analytical Ability                 In class group fact pattern     







         analysis and supporting statutory 






         case law and summarize findings






         in memorandum (due next class)
 5

      Communications Skills                  
        Verbal and nonverbal 








        communications best practices/role 






        playing exercise

 6                                     Ethics 



        Paralegal professional  









        responsibility, UPL, Code of Ethics/ 







        in class video issue spotting   

 7             

7&                7&8                  Legal Research




Perform in class research  








relating to research paper topic; 







primary and secondary authority, 







binding/persuasive;bluebook 







           citations. Draft of paper due
       9

    Interviewing Technique



Client and witness interview







                      preparation and techniques/ role               








playing









Review of pleadings, venue
      10                 Civil Litigation                   

            
motions and discovery
       11
           Business Organizations, Contract Law 
            Forms of business organizations, 
           Corporate litigation- Guest speaker

management of business entities, 








contract formation, defenses and 








remedies-( online quiz)
       12                 Wills& Estates, Family, Criminal law

Review/indentify applicable 




governing statutes, caselaw,and 



procedure 
       13                             Oral Presentations
 
Supreme Court case summary

       14                              Oral Presentations

Supreme Court case summary                                                 
      


       15


Mock CP/Notary Public Exam
American Association for Paralegal Education Member


American Bar Association approved programs 


Bachelor of Science


Associate in Applied Science





Pro Bono Law Clinics:  Elder Law, Immigration, Divorce











