           Technological advancements are becoming crucial to our ways of life. I’ve experienced firsthand how far we’ve changed in just 20 years. The way I used to read and write as a child is no longer the standard. I, too, have changed and adapted. The same way our world has and will continue to do so. I discuss some experiences I had throughout my life with reading, writing, and technology. Leading into how technology has both a good and bad role on our lives. 
Writing, Technology and Me
             Speech and writing compliment each other. An excellent speaker can captivate an audience using only his tongue and a great writer can keep you hooked on the words on the page. The speaker can execute a terrible piece of writing and have people latch on to every word while the writer can describe a terrible speaker’s performance and make you feel as if you were actually there. As mediums, they both work fantastically well and neither is particularly better than the other.
 Personally, I prefer writing. It’s a form in which I can express myself better than through speech. I find speaking a much harder activity where it’s easy to forget what to say or not have anything to say. Speech demands confidence and being able to improvise or have a quick wit. Writing can take years to finish. You must choose words carefully and strategically, especially if you’re writing for an audience. It’s a great way to learn about new things or lost in a fictional world.  I tend to write for myself which is why I see it as a solitary activity. It’s easy for me to get lost with words especially once you get a flow of writing.
I was able to read from a very young age but writing took me a little longer to learn. Prior to that, I can only remember trying to scribble things on paper, making nonsensical things with crayons, my first attempts at trying to write perhaps?  Once I was able to read however, nothing would stop me. I had to read everything I saw outside or at home.  I would read to strangers, read the signs outside or on the train, and if I was at Toys’R’Us, I had to read all the children’s books instead of playing with the toys.  Reading was something I enjoyed to do, learning new words and just being able to get any information even if I couldn’t understand it. As long as something had words in English I had to read it and if the words were new or challenging, even better. Writing came soon after but being able to write properly and neatly didn’t develop until I was in school.
Thankfully, my parents highly encouraged me to read and write. They would take me places that had a plethora of books in order for me to read. When it came to books, I would devour them. I was able to read many books in the hours I spent at the library. To this day, I enjoy reading. I enjoyed being immersed in a good book or books. In high school, my friends questioned why I bothered to read and looked down upon it. I found it an enjoyable activity. They would see me with a book in arms, usually a big book too. Such as, Stephen King’s It or Metro 2033 by Dmitry Glukhovsky. My dad being a writer himself, always wanted me to write as well. He enjoyed seeing me write and had this idea that I had taken after him in that regard.
Now when it came to writing, I always preferred using a pen and pencil. As for reading, I was adamant about reading a physical copy of a book. I didn’t like having to type on a computer. Writing wasn’t the same on a keyboard as pen and pencil. However, school demanded we type up everything and my handwriting is illegible to others at times so, by necessity, I adapted to using a keyboard. It’s easier and more efficient than writing everything by hand and getting cramps in your fingers. Same thing happened with books, I didn’t like the idea of e-books. They wouldn’t offer the same experience on an electronic device as they would physically. However, carrying a hardcover book is quite cumbersome when compared to carrying a small device that barely weighs 5 pounds and can hold multiple books. The way we read and write has changed dramatically over the years thanks to the advancement of technology. We gain convenience but we lose authenticity with these new devices.
Music had its role from when I was child as well. It’s something I could get attached to, a way in which I could express myself when I couldn’t quite find the words to use. A melody can have so much more meaning than anything that could be written. Listening to music on a cassette tape and later on a CD player was something I would do daily.  I wouldn’t have imagined having a phone that could easily fit in my pocket and carry every song I’ve heard in it, could’ve existed at that time. Right now, in Japan, there’s a series of voice synthesizers called Vocaloids that are extremely popular in their music industry. While they have a rather small fan base in the Americas, they are gaining traction. They don’t sound as authentic as a human, at least, not yet. With each new update, they slowly begin to sound more and more human. They each have their own personalities and even have virtual concerts. The best part of these synthesizers is that anyone can create music with them. We could even end up in a future where human singers become obsolete and instead have virtual ones that anyone can create, regardless of vocal ability or instrumental prowess.
Television also played a big part of childhood with Saturday morning cartoons or Disney channel shows. I remember recording movies on VCR or recording a song with a cassette recorder, devices which are irrelevant today, replaced by something better and more efficient. Video has become a huge way of getting messages across as well, through news or advertisements. Just because you can’t go to an event or a concert, you can watch it from home, on television, on your tablet or on your phone. As I grew older, a television became more synonymous with video games as to television shows. With video games being one of the technologies I love that I can use today. It’s something I’ve seen evolve over the years just like every other piece of technology today. No more polygons and hello to motion capture. The same with phones and music devices, I remember getting my first flip phone in middle school. My friends being envious and me thinking that it was so cool. Now, phones do more than just make calls, which texting has made more convenient. A phone can play music and play games as well as a bunch of other features. Smart phones have become a part of our daily lives thanks to all their capabilities.
Going digital has made writing more accessible to people. You can get access to libraries of information straight from your phone or computer. While there is use in that, we have also begun to retain less information. Why bother remembering something, if you can look it up again later? Why bother spelling correctly if autocorrect will fix your mistakes? Why remember phone numbers if they are stored in your contacts list? An upside to digital writing however, is that if you have something to say, you can post it in a comment, make a website or a blog and you’ll be heard. Someone will see it and agree or disagree which can lead to more people discovering your words. We can get people to unite online and finally be heard. We can do bigger and better things individually or as a group from around the world through the internet. Sadly, this resource we have can also be misused. People can hide behind anonymity and attack each other with very low risk. The way our world is advancing, the people with the skills to program and code are going to be both the powerful leaders and the anonymous villains.                                                                 

Apple products, more specifically, with the Iphone is of the biggest forms of manipulation between people and technology. So many people flock to get the new Iphone because their friends are getting them or because it’s a big expensive name. Everyone has one and thus everyone else needs to get an Iphone as well. In high school, I remember being sucked into that trap by everyone in school. You had to have an Iphone and that made me want to get one as well. Not because the tech is superior or because I liked the device, no, it was because everyone else had one. It cemented itself as product people wants to have due to its brand recognition and price. The same could be said with social media for me. I didn’t care for it and I avoided it till about my junior year of high school. Everyone was on social media so a friend and I jumped decided to join the crowd as well. This goes to show that we are the ones who make these devices popular and a necessity to our lives, yes, they are convenient but they aren’t more efficient unless we make it that way. This is the way things are going now, something new comes along and we don’t question it or research it. Said thing becomes popular or viral and everyone wants to have or see it.
Moving towards the future, computers, smart phones and the internet are easily going to be the most important and relevant things to us. We are in what Neil Postman calls a Technopoly. Today, we are inseparable from these devices already. With the future holding even more advancements and capabilities to these devices, they have found a place to stay in our society. Unless something bigger and better comes along, these will be the fundamental instruments for our society for many years to come. We have abandoned our links with the past and our culture, rushing into this era of technology with no regard for dangers of what they may bring. The newer generations are being born into a world that is cannot function without all these technology, for better or for worse.
