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COLOR BASICS



1 Week Project
WEEK 04
OBJECTIVE

Students will learn how to work with color models.

DESCRIPTION

Up to this point, students have worked primarily in either a duotone or grayscale

mode in their analog work. It is important for students to learn how to handle color and create a pleasing palette.
PROCESS

Using a Munsell Color chart and a corresponding envelope of color chips, arrange the chips so
that the values and chromas are arranged in the proper order.

1. From the list of words describing colors, choose twelve and pick the colors from the

Munsell charts that correspond. (word list can be found on the next page)
2. Create a color collage where different color samples (paper, cloth, metal, foil, tree bark, cardboard, paint samples, leather, and others are all cut to the same size and assembled according to the Munsell chart.

3. Duplicate one of the Munsell Color charts digitally (Adobe Photoshop) in RGB and CMYK.

4. Use Adobe InDesign to design a page documenting the assignment.
READING

Theil, Philip. Visual Awareness and Design: An Introductory Program in Conceptual

Awareness, Perceptual Sensitivity, and Basic Design Skills. pp. 168-175.

SKILLS


color vocabulary, using digital color model
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Words describing colors:
amber    
amethyst
aqua
aquamarine    
avocado    
azure    
bistre    
black
blue    
brass    
bright
brilliant    
brindle    
bronze
buff    
burgundy    
canary    
carmine    
carnelian
cerise    
charcoal    
chartreuse    
chestnut    
chocolate
chrome    
citrine    
claret
clear    
cobalt    
copper    
coral
cordovan    
cream    
crimson    
crystalline    
cyan    
dark
drab    
dull
dun    
ebony    
emerald    
flesh    
flushed    
fuchsia    
garnet    
gay    
glassy     
gold
green    
grizzly
henna    
indigo    
iridescent
ivory    
jade    
jet    
khaki    
lake    
lavender
lemon    
light
lilac    
lime
magenta    
mahogany    
maize    
maroon    
mauve    
milky    
mint    
mustard    
navy    
obsidian    
ocher    
olive    
onyx
opaque    
orange
orchid    
pale    
peach
pearl    
pearly    
pink    
plum    
poppy
primrose    
puce    
purple    
red
rose    
ruby    
ruddy    
rust    
sable
saffron
salmon
sapphire
scarlet
sepia    
shimmering
sienna    
silver
slate    
smoky
snowy    
sooty    
spruce    
tan    
topaz
translucent    
transparent    
turquoise    
twinkling    
ultramarine    
umber    
vermilion    
violet
walnut    
white    
wine    
yellow 
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