SO, WHY DO WE CITE OoUTS] URCES?

Imagine that you're wr'i+in3 an essay on gun control.
People have been arguing about qun control since the
ratfification of the second Amendment. I you start
talking about the issue without any knowledge of the
history of the topic, you won't seem knowledgeable, and
nolaocly i5 going to want to listen to what you have to

say.

And, Pr'ankly, this is because you won't BE knowledaeable,
even ik you have a lot of personal experience with guns
or gun viclence. To be a part of a conversation you
have to JOIN it, which means you have to khow what was
said before you In the words of Richard Miler and Ann
Jurecic, ‘Think. of citation as an opportunity to
demonstrate what you can DO with the words of others.
To cite sources.. Provides the material for you to carry

on a conversation with writers whose work. you Find
compelling" (19).

What do they mean: "what you can DO with the words of

others?' Wel|, this means you dont have to choose texts

you Ju9+ agree with. You want to choose texts that wil

teach your reoders (and your'selﬂ) something-but adlso

some+hinﬂ you can be ih conversation with. You can cli«;agr'ee

with a text (or agree with part of a text, but cli«;aar‘ee with
another part) A text con, in the words of Miler and P
Jurecic, “Pr‘ovide positions or argumerﬁs to arapple with or \ g
shift the direction of the conversation' They also point out \
that they ‘value citation that

that

or that

Remember-Writing is thinking When you write
about someone else's words on a topic that's
important to you, you will be in conversation
with that person, and you will begin to think
about that topic more +houah+£ully. With this in
mind, make sure you choose credible sources-
that is, authors who are qualified to talk adbout
the topic-people worthy of your time, and
your reoders’ time. We wil talk more about
credble sources in class, but it is more
important to find credble sources (even i
they disagree with you) than it is to go on a
treasure hunt to Find some random guy with a
blog on the internet who is saying the exact

+hina you want to hear.

| mean, who IS that auy?

“Every time you cite another writer you should ask: What work do I want

these words or ideas to do for my readers?” (Miller and Jurecic (20).
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