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1 What is the Prompt asking the writer to do?

2
What_are Some problems a student might have
she did not have at home?

How I Became a Mexican American

When I was 13 years old, my family - my grandparents, my little sister,
and I - moved to the United States from Mexico. I still remember worrying
about leaving my lifelong friends behind and having to make new ones in a
completely foreign land. My grandparents had made this decision to move,
and there was no changing their minds. “Ale, we are moving to make a better
life for you and your sister, and you will thank us one day;” they explained.

I did not believe them. All I could think was that my grandparents, whom 1
loved and trusted, were doing something that would be the end of happiness
as I knew it. I was sure that I would never forgive them. In my teen years, I
lacked perspective,' above all, the perspective that comes from looking beyond
yourself.

As it turned out, I had not even come close to fully anticipating how
difficult my new life in America would be or how lonely and excluded I would
feel. Although I tried to present the image of being just another student at
my new school, I always felt hopelessly different, especially as there \./vere fe‘w
Spanish-speaking students in my school and I was ashamed of my difficulties
learning English. Oddly, what I found to be most stressful was when my

grandparents would pick my sister and me up after school. They would be

so happy to see us and would greet us very loudly in Spanish. I dreaded that

: g ; fairl
Iperspective: the ability to consider things accurately and fairly

going to school in a new country that he or

1 Analyze Writing

What does the writer do
in the first paragraph?
Circle your answer.
a gives the situation for
{
the story {
b gives only details |
about where the story

takes place

2 Analyze Writing Ski

In the first paragraph, is
the thesis directly stated
Circle your answer.

a yes b no

3! Analyze Writing &
Underline all

the adjectives in
paragraph 2 that the
writer uses to help
his reader understapd
his feelings about hi
situation. Are they P¢

)
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moment at the end of the
the school day, worried
a

who all went home alone, w
W

Although I managed t
until one day when Igcam:- l;eep my mouth shut, these questions bothered
ome unexpectedly. My grandmoth jre e
er was looking

at old pictures i n my e, 1 sa
p from Mexico. For the first and only time i life w her
Y ife, I h

sobbing. My grandfather’s arms were around her and
; er ;
stayed out of sight but overheard her tellin s
so much - Di I g my grandfather, “I miss them all
iego, Isa, Hector, all the rest of our family. I miss the whol
I miss Luz, Mercedes, and all my old friends, the h e w. ole town;
that we lived i ’ ausethatpou builtand
in so many years, my garden ...” My grandfather was trying to
rt her. “My love,” he told her, “Always remember that we did this so that
dchildren can have the security of a bright future” An overwhelming

me washed over me. “How could I have been so selfish as to

sense of sha
be ashamed of them at school and even at home?” I wondered. I had only
ted me. In the case of

move to the United States had affec
Mexico, it had been much

comfo

our gran

thought of how the

my grandparents, who had spent such long lives in

harder.

Suddenly, I gained a new
understand the complexity of my gran
had made and were making for me and my sister

ulties, they always smiled, made us
from our grandpar

perspective on my situation. ] began to
es and the sacrifices they

dparents’ liv
and we never knew. Through

laugh, and gave us hope about
ents. That

4 Analyze Writing Skil
a In which paragraph
does the character

gain a new
understanding?
3 4

b Which paragraph
describes the event
that helps the

character gain this
understanding?

L'3 4

5 Analyze Writing Ski
Good writers vary the
th and structure of

leng
their sentences to make

their writing jnteresting.
Underline the subject of

all their diffic &
. i 1

the future. My sister and I had been given akg st e of it. My worries over each of the :irst threaeph

. make ’ s of paragrapn ‘
was it. I deCidEd r lght then and there ° d with an ambition ggt:llnfse sentences beg

i E liSh like my peers e replace This with the subject?
struggling © Speak o ndparents for what they had done. s -
repay my g2 : learning
to work my hardest 10 B Kly than I had imagine possiblein ™Y
hard work paid off more 4 ’ fortable 1 my new homeland
)

English fluently and feeling MOTe €
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their fortieth anniversary, and I planned 3

i

e
pre—

| 1
| I |

randparents had

or them. The P
American friends

he't wditional Mexican music that my grandparents
1o tri {

and many other ways, [ have tried to repay my

Recently, my &

s arty was a complete success, and I made

u'Pri.\'C p\ll'l) '
and our

| special 8 ate the traditional Mexican

sure that our family
food and listened to t
o much. In this

¢ the course of the
J we are being given a gift and can see that the gift is

gl last several years. Sometimes it is only

grandparents ove

¢ erstan
later that we unde .
n the giver could have realized.

much bigger than eve

4

¢ %

N;.'I Check Your Understanding ‘j

Answer the questions.

1 How did the writer change? didi
e? What o ences
have for the writer? . caused the change, and what positive consequ

P

2 What is the significance of the

3 What are som -,
culture or ¢ other problems people might have to overcome when they move 104 4
90 to school in a new culture?

N 3.2 Outline the Writer’s Ideas "/’ -

Complete the
the box‘

Party scene in the last paragraph?

Outline fo " '
' HOW . esin
I Became a Mexican American” using the phras

|
|
i
' grand
fandparents’ greeti
eti
lacked perspecriva 2 2t School v ective
pective New opportunities and new persp

lookin ; <
SRS and crying sacrifices for grandchildren
new perspective )
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