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Biological Sciences Department
New York City College of Technology                                                                                                          

The City University of New York
SUNY Downstate PA Program



	Name:
	Phone:

	Address:
	Email:

	SS# (last 4 digits):
	Form completed by:

	Faculty Advisor:
	Date of advisement conference:


1. A minimum of 60 semester credits from a college or university accredited by a regional accrediting organization recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) such as the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, New England Association of Schools and Colleges, North Central Association, Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, and the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.  

2. A minimum, cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.95 on a 4.0 scale

3. A minimum of 225 hours of health-related experience - Work experience as a nurse, nurse's aide, corpsman, medical laboratory technologist, respiratory therapist, emergency medical technician, counselor in health care setting or direct patient care experience obtained as a result of clinical training in the health professions, volunteer direct patient care experiences and shadowing may also be used towards meeting this requirement - Non-clinical experiences completed in a hospital setting such as candy stripers or any other such experiences cannot be applied towards meeting the requirement for the minimum health-related experience.

4. A minimum of 150 hours non-clinical volunteer work (Community Service). Please visit these and other applicable sites to acquire socially responsive non-clinical volunteer hours, if needed: 

· New York Cares
· VolunteerNYC.org 

· NYC.gov - Volunteer Opportunities
· http://www.volunteermatch.org/
5. Two letters of recommendation - at least one from a clinician (Physician Assistant, MD, or Nurse Practitioner etc...)

6. Online courses are accepted for prerequisites, but we prefer a college laboratory setting (wet lab) for science courses that require labs. 

7. A grade of “C+” or better in the following prerequisite courses: 

	NYCCT Course Name
	Course Code
	Credits

	General Biology I
	BIO 1101
	4

	General Biology II
	BIO 1201
	4

	Anatomy and Physiology I
	BIO 2311
	4

	Anatomy and Physiology II
	BIO 2312
	4

	General Chemistry I
	CHEM 1110
	4

	General Chemistry II
	CHEM 1210
	4

	Microbiology
	BIO 3302
	4

	Precalculus
	MAT 1375
	4

	Introduction to Psychology
	PSY 1101
	3

	Abnormal Psychology or Developmental Psychology*
	PSY 2403 or PSY 2300
	3

	English Composition I
	ENG 1101
	3

	English Composition II or a Literature Course
	ENG 1121 or LIT core course
	3

	Literature or Philosophy and SS Electives**
	See course catalogue
	6

	Biochemistry or Molecular and Cell Biology***
	BIO 3601
	4

	Elective Credits
	See course catalogue
	6

	Total Credits
	Minimum
	60


* More than one course may be required to fulfill this requirement

** Preferably writing intensive courses. Applicants may be required to submit a course description.

*** Upper division science courses are generally physical/life science courses numbered 300 level or higher. They require prerequisite course work or are designated as such by the institution. They are generally completed at 4 year colleges/universities (at a junior or senior level). Applicants will need to consult with the Registrar’s Office at their home school to be sure the course is at an upper division level. Applicants may be required to submit proof of the upper-division status of the course.

PLEASE NOTE: All prerequisite science courses should have been completed within the past eight (8) years of the date expected entry into the program. Any exceptions will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the faculty of the Physician Assistant Program

Additional Comments
· Currently only 35 from a pool of 300 students are accepted to the program and the vast majority of applicants applying already have a Bachelor’s degree. 

· A minimum of 60 credits (at time of application) is required. Competitive applicants have between 80 and 90 credits. 

· Organic chemistry II (CHEM2323) will not transfer to SUNY downstate.  

· Sign up for the info sessions (http://sls.downstate.edu/admissions/info_sessions/)

· A great way to get experience is to shadow working PAs. It is important that students follow correct procedure and gain access through the hospital volunteer offices first and then reach out to PAs. The NY State Society of PAs website lists potential mentors. 
· The experience that students obtain should be patient centered and involved actual proximity to patients. With respect to the community service, volunteer work should involve going outside of one’s comfort zone and helping those on the margins of society. Work as part of your normal routine such as at Church will not be counted.  
· There is increasing weight being placed on the importance of social determinants of health and how healing continues beyond the hospital doors. This is where there is the most morbidity and mortality. City Tech applicants should be aware of the whole picture and not just see the patient in the context of the hospital but beyond. 

· Students who meet the admission requirements will be guaranteed an interview, not a place in the class. 
· There is only one round of applications that becomes available in July and remains open until November (http://sls.downstate.edu/admissions/chrp/pa/timeline.html). Students would begin the following summer.

